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From the Chairman
With new applications at a 14-year low, one might have expected some improvement in the 
coverage of asylum issues in the media during 2007, but negative attitudes have continued 
unabated in the popular press, where asylum is deliberately conflated with immigration in 
general and terrorism in particular. Thus is one of the most vulnerable groups in society 
demonised, and any rational public debate on the iniquities of our asylum system stifled.

All of the asylum seekers supported by the Home Office in Portsmouth who had exhausted 
their appeal rights were abruptly evicted from their accommodation in July and shipped to 
other locations around the country, following an ill-informed but successful campaign by 
certain  city  councillors.  In  collaboration  with  other  agencies,  Haslar  Visitors  Group 
challenged this narrow xenophobia, but those who refused to leave Portsmouth had their 
Home Office support terminated, and are now destitute on our streets.

Evidence  has  emerged  of  a  disturbing  trend  toward  intelligence  officers  of  foreign 
governments  being  invited  to  question  former  asylum  seekers  at  Immigration  Service 
interviews about their families, their asylum claims and their routes of escape. Attendance 
at such interviews is, of course, compulsory for the former asylum seeker, and it seems that 
the  true  identity  of  the  intelligence  officer  is  not  being  revealed  until  the  end  of  the 
interview.

In  the  courts,  the  situation  of  failed  asylum  seekers  from  Zimbabwe,  Darfur  and  the 
Democratic Republic of Congo worsened in 2007 as a succession of country guidance cases 
were decided in the Home Office’s favour.

Early statistics from the New Asylum Model (NAM) may suggest a small improvement in 
the  quality  of  initial  Home  Office  decision-making,  although  it  remains  difficult  to 
distinguish NAM figures from older legacy cases.

On a more positive note, after years of campaigning by refugee agencies, the Immigration 
Minister, Liam Byrne, finally announced in July 2007 a package of measures to alleviate 
the hardship of former asylum seekers on Section 4 “hard case” support, particularly for 
pregnant women and nursing mothers, which are due to be implemented soon.

Many families who claimed asylum more than four years ago are being granted leave to 
remain in the UK under the ongoing review by the Case Resolution Directorate, whose aim 
is to clear a backlog of an estimated 450,000 legacy cases by July 2011. Single men and 
single women are not expected to fare as well, as the planned expansion of immigration 
detention places foreshadows.

Through  this  shifting  landscape,  Haslar  Visitors  Group  has  continued  to  provide  an 
excellent service to our client groups within and beyond the detention estate, and to our 
visitors.

It makes me very proud to be part of such an effective and compassionate organisation and 
on behalf of the Trustees I would like to extend my warmest thanks to all our numerous 
volunteers, supporters and funders for your continued support throughout 2007.

Best wishes for 2008,

Mike Brown.
Chairman
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The Visitor Group Year
Haslar
Length of detention
The men in Haslar are now mainly ex-
foreign-national  prisoners,  and  they 
move very slowly through the system. 
For  the  visitors  this  is  quite  good as 
they can get to know the men they are 
seeing – but for the men it’s terrible - 
one  spent  274  days  in  prison  for  a 
criminal  matter  but  has  been  606  in 
immigration  detention  awaiting 
deportation.  Detention,  it  should  be 
remembered, is not a punishment – it’s 
simply  a  queue  for  flights  to  be 
arranged.  Prolonged  detention  after 
short  sentences  now seems  to  be  the 
rule rather than the exception.  Of the 
37  men  currently  on  our  list  9  have 
been  detained  more  than  a  year.  On 
average their prison term was less than 
half  that.  We  expect  there  are  more 
such cases of which we don’t know.

The Visitors
We have about  30 visitors  visiting at 
any  one  time  and  we  recently 
calculated  that  between  them  they 
spent 4,000 hours travelling to Haslar 
and visiting their detainees in 2007. In 
addition some have made the long trek 
up to Hatton Cross and stood bail for 
their men, an exercise that costs a full 
working day and quite a lot of money 
for  fares.  In  2008  video  hearings  in 
Haslar  are  expected  to  start  –  but 
though  the  men  will  be  in  Haslar, 
sureties  will  still  have  to  travel  to 
London.  We  have  requested  that 
visitors  who  are  not  sureties  but  do 
want  to  give  some  moral  support 
should be allowed into the video room 
as McKenzie friends.

Conditions
Conditions  in  Haslar  have  improved 
remarkably  in  the  last  few  years.  In 
2007  most  of  the  dormitories  were 

refurbished  (some  work  is  still  in 
progress).  They  have  not  only  been 
repainted but the furniture renewed and 
bathrooms  refitted.  There  is  now 
digital  television  and  seating  in  the 
day-rooms. The buildings are old but a 
real effort has been made to bring them 
up to a decent standard.

Staff are also much more friendly and 
helpful than was once the case. There 
has been a very marked improvement 
in recent years.

Mobiles
Following  the  success  of  our  mobile 
phone loan scheme we bought another 
20 in the summer and another 25 just 
before  Christmas  (with  the  money 
from  our  ‘alternative  gift  cards’). 
Demand however, while still there, has 
dropped sharply and we recently learnt 
that the Haslar shop is selling mobiles 
via  an  Argos  catalogue  at  £10  each. 
When we started lending the cheapest 
phone you could get from the shop was 
£40.  Never  mind – it  all  benefits  the 
men we are trying to support.

The Office
IAC submission
In October  we prepared a  submission 
of evidence to the Independent Asylum 
Commission.  Just  after  doing  so  the 
Prison  Inspectors  visited  Haslar  and 
asked  for  our  comments  –  we  gave 
them a copy. And a week after that a 
delegation  came  to  London  from the 
European  Parliament  looking  into 
detention conditions – and once again 
we let them have a copy. It is rare for 
one report to serve so many purposes.

Students
In 2007 we had an Erasmus (European) 
student from Poland. In 2008 we have 
an British social work student. Rebecca 



Mukasa will be with us for the first six 
months  of  the  year  and  is  already 
proving a valuable colleague.

The Drop-in
We  took  over  the  Drop-in  on  1st 

January  2007  and  have  run  it  every 
Monday and Thursday since with the 
exception  of  the  Thursday  after 
Christmas.  It  serves  asylum  seekers, 
failed asylum seekers and refugees in 
Portsmouth  offering  a  variety  of 
services  and advice  in a  relaxed café 
format.  Numbers  have  stayed 
consistent  at  between  25  and  35  a 
session.  We are  grateful  to  the  other 
charities  which  have  supported  us  in 
providing this service.

Courses
Highbury College has run a number of 
popular computer courses for our drop-
in clients. They also experimented with 
English  classes  though  these  did  not 
prove  so  popular  perhaps  because 
English  is  the  one  subject  widely 
available to  asylum seekers  and most 
are enrolled elsewhere.  Tools for Self 
Reliance ran an excellent course in tool 
refurbishment  at  their  Southampton 
workshops  and  we  arranged  for  a 
minibus to take a group of clients there 
for  a  number  of  weeks  during  the 
summer. 

Many of our clients have been wending 
their  way through the  asylum system 
for years, with very limited resources, 
and  are  bored.  Education  prepares 
them for life after asylum and provides 
an interest.

An Unpopular Move
“Section 4” is the official name for the 
support  available  to  failed  asylum 
seekers before they return to their own 
countries. They get a room and a food 
voucher  for  £35  a  week.  There  were 
100  Section  4  people  in  Portsmouth 
until June when, at 10 days notice they 
were  moved  to  Gloucester,  Plymouth 

or  Cardiff.  Many were very upset  by 
this, they had lost homes and families 
in their own countries and had had to 
start “from zero” here. They had made 
a  few friends  in  Portsmouth,  perhaps 
found a church or a mosque where they 
were happy, found our drop-in – and 
then suddenly had to pack up and start 
“from  zero”  all  over  again.  The 
decision  to  move  them  was  purely 
political.

Case Resolution
The Home office is currently running a 
very  welcome  exercise  in  “case 
resolution”, re-assessing very old cases 
with the aim of clearing them up, either 
quietly  granting  status  or  removing 
people  to  detention  and  their  own 
countries.  This  began  in  Portsmouth 
towards  the  end of  the  year,  the  first 
people to be re-assessed being about 50 
families 80% of whom are expected to 
finally  get  their  papers  after  many 
years of waiting.

For us this has meant  a lot  of advice 
work  and  a  lot  of  financial  support. 
National Insurance numbers have to be 
obtained,  application  made  for 
benefits, housing queues entered. Few 
make  the  transition  smoothly  and 
currently this is keeping us very busy. 
It  is  also  putting  a  strain  on  our 
Destitution  Fund  as  a  number  of 
families  lose  their  asylum  seeker 
benefits before they find work or enter 
the normal social security system. We 
bridge the gap – but with a big family 
that  is  very  expensive.  On  1st March 
the Red Cross  will  be starting a  new 
project,  based  at  our  drop-in,  to  help 
with the same job.

Happy Days
In  the  summer  we  arranged  two  day 
trips, the first to London where we de-
bussed on the South Bank, walked to 
Trafalgar  Square  and  Buckingham 
Palace  before  receiving  a  splendid 
welcome  from  Canon  Nicolas  at 
Westminster Abbey where he took us 



on a short tour. It was a super day and 
lovely hearing people saying “I never 
thought  anyone  would  do  things  like 
this for us” and, poignantly, “Today is 
a happy day”.  At the end of August we 
made  a  similar  trip  to  Oxford,  first 
walking  round  the  town  then  being 
given a  tour,  this  time  of  one  of  the 
colleges. 

The drop-in year  ended on Christmas 
Eve when we had around 70 people to 
a  Christmas  dinner.  In  addition  to 
dinner we had a wonderful  children’s 
entertainer,  everyone  got  a  £5 
supermarket voucher, every family got 
a  phone  card,  the  children  got  toys, 
there  were  Christmas  crackers  and 
general fun. 

Asylum  seekers  live,  at  best,  30% 
below the poverty line. We hope these 
special  days  brought  a  little  warmth 
and  colour  to  some  fairly  drab  and 
difficult lives. 

The Destitution Fund
During  2007  we  gave  away  over 
£14,000  in  cash,  4,000  cheese  and 
salad  rolls,  numerous  clothes 
(including  some  very  beautiful  baby 
clothes  from  the  Mothers  Union),  6 
prams, innumerable cups of tea etc etc.

We try to give the cash for bridging – 
helping someone who hasn’t made an 
asylum  claim to  manage  until  one  is 
lodged  and  he  or  she  can  get 
government  money.  We  help  with 
emergencies, for example the man who 
went to another town for a funeral, or 
the woman who had to travel to see a 
lawyer.  We  plug  the  gaps  which  the 
government doesn’t cover. 

Most  destitution  money  comes  from 
small private donors, as do the clothes 
and  prams.  We  are  very  grateful  to 
them all.

Michael Woolley
Coordinator
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This chart is of the nine longest detained men on our current list of 37. They have each 
done  a  prison  sentence  and  been  recommended  for  deportation.  The  Sentences  
(punishment) are, on average, less than half the Detention (not officially punishment).  
They have all been detained over a year. 



Happy Days!
In 2007 we had a number of country walks with volunteers and people from the drop-in

Country walking

The London Trip



New College with the Fellow who took us round

Treasurer’s Report
The big financial event of 2007 was the continuance of the Drop-In after PARS decided 
to close it. The trustees agreed to this as being urgently necessary even before funding 
was fully in place. A grant of £10,000 was secured from Portsmouth Partnership in 
March. 

We bought more mobile phones during the year, part funded by the Lottery and part by 
our Christmas “alternative gift” cards. Twenty nine of the cards were bought at £10 
each and this funded a new batch of phones for the new year.

The Destitution Fund paid only £707 more in 2007 than in the previous year but the 
position has improved in that during 2006 some of the money came from general funds 
and in 2007 virtually all came from donors. The total paid from the Destitution Fund in 
2007 was £14,436 and we currently receive £14,184 in standing orders from private 
donors. A slight cause of concern is that we have recently started supporting a number 
of destitute families and this will put extra stain on the fund in 2008.

We enter 2008 in a fairly stable position with our £44,000 Lottery Grant in place until 
July 2009. The Portsmouth Partnership has now closed but we are expecting funds from 
the PARS trustees when that charity is finally wound up, from the Red Cross for the use 
of our drop-in facilities,  and from Portsmouth University for student placement  and 
supervision. A gift aid application is currently being made. As noted above we receive 
£1,182 a month from multiple standing orders for the destitute. 

The  trustees  are  currently  in  process  of  formulating  a  reserves  policy  which  will 
probably be part in cash reserve and part in the form of a rolling forecast.

Finally we should like  to offer  warm thanks to all  our funders  particularly  the  Big 
Lottery which is paying the bulk of the coordinator salaries and office running expenses 
and the many people nationwide who faithfully donate each month. 

Thanks also to Philip Hudson with whose help we have been able to produce fully 
inspected accounts very quickly and professionally.

John Bosco Nyombi
Treasurer



Unrestricted Restricted Total
Funds Funds Funds 2007 2006

RECEIPTS £ £ £ £

Gift Aid Tax Recovered 5,661      -              5,661      -              
Grants and major donations

Anonymous Donors -              1,000      1,000      6,000      
Portsmouth House Church 505         -              505         -              
Portsmouth Partnership -              10,000    10,000    -              
Lottery Grant -              44,954    44,954    22,860    
Portsmouth University -              -              -              1,600      
Churches Action on Poverty -              1,440      1,440      -              

Miscellaneous Donations
General Fund 5,887      -              5,887      10,184    
Destitution Appeal -              13,849    13,849    11,645    

12,053    71,243    83,296    52,289    

Bank Interest 510         -              510         91           

Total Receipts 12,563    71,243    83,806    52,380    

PAYMENTS
Grants Made

Destitute Asylum Seekers -              14,436    14,436    13,729    
Drop In 989         9,500      10,489    -          
Telephone Cards -              405         405         950         
Volunteer Expenses -              614         614         -              
Subscriptions -              80           80           238         

989         25,035    26,024    14,917    

Other expenditure
Staff Costs 13,174    36,654    49,828    32,848    
Office Rent 1,506      850         2,356      1,777      
Telephone -              1,495      1,495      1,064      
Office and Travel -              3,982      3,982      3,720      
Training -              290         290         -              
Insurance -              327         327         621         

14,680    43,598    58,278    40,030    
Other Payments

Purchase of Equipment   Note 1 375         410         785         2,701      

Total payments 16,044    69,043    85,087    57,648    

Net receipts for the year (3,481)     2,200      (1,281)     (5,268)     
Bank accounts at 01/01/2007 6,369      2,573      8,942      14,210    

Bank accounts 31/12/2007 2,888      4,773      7,661      8,942      

Haslar Visitors Group

Accounts for the Year to 31 December 2007
Receipts and Payments Account



Haslar Visitors Group Accounts for the year to 31st December 2007

Approved by Haslar Visitors Group trustees on 24/01/2008 and signed on behalf of the group by:

Mike Brown, Chairman.  John Bosco Nyombi, Treasurer.   

Independent Examiner's Report on the Accounts

Receipts and Payment Accounts

Report to the trustees/members of Haslar Visitors Group, registered charity number 1080187
On accounts for the year ended 31 st December 2006, set out on pages 1 to 2

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner: The charity's trustees consider that an audit is 
not  required  for  this  year  (under  section  43(2)  of  the  Charities  Act  1993  (the  Act))  and  that  an 
independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

• examine the accounts (under section 43 of the Act);
• to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commission (under 

section 43(7)(b) of the Act); and
• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's statement: My examination was carried out in accordance with the 
General Directions given by the  Charity Commissioners.  An examination includes a review of  the 
accounting  records  kept  by  the  charity  and  a  comparison  of  the  accounts  presented  with  those 
records.  It  also  includes  consideration  of  any  unusual  items  or  disclosures  in  the  accounts,  and 
seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures  undertaken do 
not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an 
audit opinion on the accounts.

Independent  examiner's  statement: In  the  course  of  my  examination,  no  matter  has  come to  my 
attention:

I) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect, the trustees have not met 
the requirements to ensure that:

• proper accounting records are kept (in accordance with section  41  of  the Act);  and  accounts  are 
prepared which agree with the accounting records

• and comply with the accounting requirements of the Act: or

2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the 
accounts to be reached

Signed: Date:  

Purchase of equipment Restricted Funds
Mobile phones (20) 410 Destitution 2,986
Mobile phones (25) 375 785 Lottery 752

Phone Cards 1,035 4,773
Assets
a) Total for General Purpose Fund 2,888 Other Assets (non-endowed)
b) Total for Restricted Funds 4,773 7,661 Display panels 263

Laptop 346
Bank No 1 Current Account 513 Digital Projector 482
Special Current Account 425 Desk and chair 20
Bank No 2 Deposit Account 6,723 7,661 Table and chairs 101

20 Mobile Phones 307
Debtors - There are no debtors 25 Mobile Phones 281 1,800

Liabilities
Christmas Cards 615
Office Supplies 100 715



Asylum seeking families in Portsmouth are to be part of a Home  
Office  pilot.  Haslar  Visitors  Coordinator  Laura  del  Nevo 
explains:

A grim alternative to 
detaining Portsmouth 
children 
All those concerned for the welfare of asylum seeking children will be relieved to hear 
that the Border and Immigration Agency (BIA) is finally considering alternatives to 
the detention of children. Families with children have been detained in the UK since 
2001 with estimates from Save the Children putting the number of children detained 
under immigration powers each year at around 2,000. There have been persistent calls 
to end the practice from Save the Children, Bail for Immigration Detainees (BID) and 
Refugee Council, who have all documented the detrimental effects that detention has 
on a child’s well-being. Last year the parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights 
(JCHR) added their voice to those calling for alternatives to be found.

Apparently in response to these calls, BIA is piloting the ‘Alternatives to Detention’ 
project with families from the Portsmouth area. Families selected for the project are 
informed they must move to a hostel in Millbank, Ashford or loose all accommodation 
and support. Once in Millbank they spend 8 weeks being interviewed by caseworkers 
from the charity Migrant Helpline who encourage them to commit to the Voluntary 
Assisted Return & Reintegration Programme (VARRP) and advise them that a failure 
to do so will lead to forced removal proceedings being initiated. Migrant Helpline is 
funded entirely by the Home Office to carry out this casework and their performance 
during the 12 month pilot will be judged, in part, on the number of families who take 
up the voluntary return package offered. At the end of the 8 weeks, families who have 
not agreed to voluntary return are either a) detained and removed or b) dispersed back 
into  the  community,  though accommodation  is  not  provided  in  the  South  East  so 
families settled in a community in Portsmouth will b housed away from the region 
(usually in Wales, Midlands or North). 

It is this notion of being ‘settled in a community’ that is really at the heart of this pilot 
scheme. In many cases the ‘voluntary’ nature of return is often crucial to its success. It 
is extremely difficult to obtain travel documents from the embassies of Iran, Eritrea 
and Algeria (amongst others) and just about impossible without full cooperation from 
the individuals being returned. Other barriers to forced removals include their being no 
reliable  route  of  return  (currently  including  Somalia,  Iraq,  Palestine)  or  a  high 
likelihood of a judicial block on the removal (currently including Sri Lanka (Tamils), 
Zimbabwe or Democratic Republic of Congo). There are however far fewer barriers to 
voluntary return, though one wonders who will explain this distinction to the families 
at Millbank. The challenge to immigration policy is that integrated families, supported 



in their communities by school teachers, religious leaders, neighbours, friends, GPs 
and social workers, are unlikely even to consider returning voluntarily to a 3rd world 
country where they and their children have no-one. Families who have all this taken 
away from them and subjected to 8 weeks of intensive ‘caseworking’ just might. 

So, unlike the children of Yarl's Wood, the children in this project will not be locked 
behind  bars  with  their  meal  times,  play  times  and  class  times  overshadowed  by 

Asylum seeker children from Portsmouth in the garden of the Quaker Meeting House  
on our trip to Oxford in August 2007

uniformed officers. Their bedroom doors will not be locked behind them and they will 
not be prevented from a run in their local park by a barbed wire fence. But will this be 
much of an improvement on the stress they experience? Their education will still be 
disrupted, their family’s informal support networks will still be broken and the family 
unit, deliberately isolated, will be subjected to enormous anxiety about their future. Do 
we really need an alternative to leaving children in a community they are settled in 
until  the  day  they  fly,  if  that  is  what  is  to  happen?  Surely  if  families  integrate 
successfully in their surroundings despite the immense stress of waiting for many years 
for a decision on their case they should be rewarded for this and welcomed, not ripped 
away from it just to satisfy another BIA statistic. 



BID is a charity which gets immigration detainees released on  
bail. The local office has recently moved into All Saints where the  
Haslar Visitors is based. Their work is vital to the men in Haslar  
though unlike the Visitors Group the BID office deals with three  
other removal centres. Frances Pilling, BID South Coordinator,  
writes of the work they do. 

BID South
In theory, there should not be a need for us to exist at all, as every detainee should have 
access to quality legal advice via the Duty Detention Advice (DDA) Schemes provided 
in each detention centre. We have noticed that there has been a general improvement in 
the quality of the legal advice available to detainees and more advisers seem prepared to 
help their clients with bail. However, many detainees still do not manage to access legal 
help at all or their adviser will only do the substantive work, but not bail. If an adviser is 
prepared to take on the main case for a detainee,  then the work must first  pass the 
dreaded ‘merits test’ and have a real prospect of concluding successfully before legal 
help can be granted free. It is at this point that many detainees lose their adviser and 
have to negotiate their own way through the appeals processes and bail applications, 
despite the fact that there is rarely such thing as a bail case without merit. 

Sadly, despite our perception that there has been some improvement in the legal advice 
available to detainees, horror stories continue to emerge. Two examples are: 

• A, an asylum seeker from Iraq, who was detained for a year despite a documented 
high risk of suicide and a previous attempt. In addition he was not removable at the 
time. The solicitor was not prepared to apply for bail.

• B, an asylum seeker from Iran, was detained for 9 months (mainly in Haslar) despite 
being a victim of torture.  His solicitor made no attempt to obtain a medico-legal 
report or apply for bail.

These stories and others like them are not unusual and if it wasn’t for BID and all the 
other groups that support detainees, no-one would know of their plight or offer help. 

It has been a challenging year with difficulties gaining release for ex-foreign national 
prisoners, many of whom detained for over a year. But, we have had many successes 
and there is much to be proud of. 

• We listed and prepared 111 bail applications. Of these 22 had to be withdrawn for 
various  reasons.  88  went  ahead;  34  successfully,  55  refused.  A  further  twelve 
detainees  successfully  applied  for  bail  either  with  the  help  of  a  solicitor  or  by 
themselves. 

• In  addition  to  bail,  53  detainees  have  gained  release  by  applying  for  temporary 
admission. 

In the whole of 2007, we supported 363 detainees in total and by the end of January 
2008; we had already had 38 contacts. This clearly shows that not only is our service in 
demand,  but  that  the  demand is  steadily  growing.  This  almost  certainly  due  to  the 
ridiculous government decision to set targets for deportations. However, we also like to 
think it is because we provide a much needed and valued service.



Progress through the year:

Immigration detainees frequently face long term detention after prison, and the time 
they spend in detention often far exceeds the length of the sentence they received in the 
first place. Disgracefully, there is no limit to the time a person can be detained pending 
removal or deportation and the Immigration Service all too frequently obstruct detainees 
from challenging their continued detention. 

• C from Ghana was arrested on arrival for travelling with a false passport in April 
2005  and  served  six  months  in  prison  before  being  transferred  to  immigration 
detention. The Home Office continually thwarted his attempts at bail by moving him 
between  detention  centres  in  Scotland  and  England.  He  also  had  to  manage  the 
appeals process himself as it was too difficult to secure legal representation. He was 
in Colnbrook when he contacted us in November 2006, but it was July 2007 before 
we could list because of the constant moves. Thankfully, we were successful on our 
first  attempt  and  the  detainee  was  finally  released  after  2  years  and  3  months 
imprisonment. 

• D was an asylum seeker from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). He was 
detained at home in January 2007 despite complying with all bail conditions since 
release from prison in January 2005 and having a fresh asylum claim outstanding. He 
had  a  settled  address  with  his  wife  and  child  who  both  suffered  severe  health 
problems and needed him at home. There was absolutely no reason for the detention 
as far as we can tell, other than the desperation of the Home Office to get rid of as 
many DRC asylum seekers as possible before an important test case was decided. He 
had inadequate legal representation and we successfully took over the bail case in 
July and referred him to a better solicitor. 

This is quite typical of a Home Office that now seems to routinely detain people, often 
for extended periods of time, without giving proper consideration to the legality of their 
decisions, or the impact on the detainees and their families of their arbitrary decision 
making.  Clearly,  there  is  a  dire  need  for  BID’s  newly  established  Habeas  Corpus 
Project. In January 2008 BID successfully applied in the High Court for habeas corpus 
for a number of Algerians.  Our next challenge will  be to ensure there is  a  genuine 
judicial  oversight  of detention decisions for all  those whose detention is  or may be 
illegal. 

Press release: 21st January 2008

Algerian Nationals Detained Unlawfully by Secretary of State
“The High court today judged the Home Secretary to have detained unlawfully three 
Algerian nationals … [because]… There was no prospect of their removal to Algeria  
within a reasonable time…”
Jo  Hickman,  a  solicitor  on  the  Project,  said:  “…The judgement  today  is  a  clear  
indictment  of  the  Home  Secretary’s  increasingly  casual  use  of  administrative  
detention…” 

Our government should be thoroughly ashamed of the way they treat people. As long as 
indefinite detention exists and is abused, we will continue to assist detainees in any way 
we can.



Double Jeopardy
Men are being punished twice for a single crime writes Richard  
Fortin,  Visitor  Group  trustee.  Since  the  arrival  of  ex-foreign  
national prisoners in Haslar very few men get out on bail. 

In October 2006 I took a call from Michael Woolley “Richard, would you have time to 
visit an interesting case in Haslar? He’s a Tamil and is in quite a difficult way.” Let’s 
call him A. Looking back at the notes I made at that time, I see that I found A certainly 
was in a difficult way – depressed and disturbed. 

A was 38 years  old.  He had entered the UK and claimed asylum in February 2002 
having escaped from prison in Sri  Lanka where he had trained to become a Roman 
Catholic priest. His asylum claim was refused and his appeal dismissed. In August 2005 
he was arrested at Waterloo Station for having false papers when trying to leave to join 
his Tamil fiancée in France. After serving 7 months of a 15 month sentence, A was held 
in prison for a further 4 months before being transferred eventually to Haslar I.R.C. in 
September 2006.

In August 2006 he had been served with a deportation order but the Home Office failed 
to get his solicitor to be present so A refused to sign the travel document. 

During  2007  the  political  situation  in  Sri  Lanka  deteriorated  drastically  though  the 
Home Office ignored this and continued to remove Tamils. The country is now in a 
state  of  civil  war  and  in  October  the  European  Court  of  Human  Rights  requested 
countries not to issue “removal directions in respect of Tamils”. During 2006 and 2007 
A’s solicitor and barrister, who have worked energetically on his behalf pro bono, made 
two fresh asylum applications both of which were refused. They then applied in March 
2007 for a Judicial Review of A’s asylum refusal which was eventually turned down 
without an oral hearing in October 2007. This decision they have appealed against and a 
hearing is due in March 2008.

Over the months since A went to Haslar he made 5 bail applications all of which were 
turned down. The reason always was to the effect that a man sentenced for travelling on 
false papers and who had refused to be deported could not be trusted not to abscond. He 
was being in effect  punished a second time for the crime for which he had already 
served a sentence. In December 2007 A finally got bail after 630 days in immigration 
detention and is living with Catholic Tamil friends in North London and is making a big 
contribution to the Tamil Catholic community.

The above is a summary of the facts surrounding A’s case. It was tough for him coping 
with the roller-coaster of all the above. Nevertheless he did and is now much better than 
he was. He devoted himself to the education courses available at Haslar and also made 
himself much valued both by his fellow detainees and the staff. When he was about to 
get bail one of them said to me “we’re really going to miss A and all he does here.” A 
well deserved compliment.
 



Two things which could 
make a difference:
1) Time limit detention.
It’s  only  legal  to  detain  people  for  purposes  of 
removal.  If  the Home Office cannot obtain travel 
documents and buy a plane ticket within a period 
of,  say,  six  months  then  detainees  should  be 
temporarily released. 

2) Let  asylum  seekers 
work.

There are many people who cannot be returned for 
various reasons but are not allowed to work. People 
from countries like Iraq are particularly difficult to 
remove  and  linger  here  for  years  on  minimal 
benefits. 
If  politicians are afraid that  the prospect of work 
will  encourage others  to come then only allow it 
after, say, six months. But do NOT make healthy 
young men and women live  in  enforced idleness 
and poverty for years as they do now 

Better for the asylum 
seeker



Better for the taxpayer
Better for Britain

As the  year  came to  an  end  Oxfam was  talking  about  a  humanitarian  
disaster in the making, the US-based Afghanistan Study Group was talking 
of a serious threat of violence and the Atlantic Council started a report  
‘Nato is not winning in Afghanistan’. 

For  the  Borders  and  Immigration  Agency  the  preferred  option  for  
repatriating  Afghan  asylum  applicants  is  ‘assisted  voluntary  return’.  
Though  at least one Afghan was deported there from Haslar in January 
2008 very few are forcibly removed. One young man in Portsmouth went  
back at the end of 2007 as he wasn’t allowed to work and couldn’t face  
enforced idleness and destitution in the UK. 

Afghanistan  - some 
personal impressions 
Our patron John Montagu and his wife Caroline visited Kabul and Mazar-
i-Sharif   from  29th September  to  6th October  2007.   As  the  Earl  of  
Sandwich, John speaks regularly on international and refugee issues in the  
House of Lords.  Caroline works on the Middle East.

I  came back after  only a  week’s  visit,  as  one does,  with  some instant  solutions  to 
Afghanistan’s problems and some thoughts and recommendations for HMG.  I have put 
some of these into parliamentary questions, with very mixed results.

Aid and image.  We must do more to highlight the positives.  Britain’s public profile 
and aid programme are linked too closely with the war in Helmand.  UK staff (and most 
international diplomats and UN) are generally over-protected and separated from the 
population,  in contrast  to aid workers with non-governmental  organisations (NGOs). 
This may be prudent but does not help with hearts and minds.  The image of foreigners 
is of armoured 4X4s travelling fast on tarmac roads, rather than of committed health 
workers, teachers and trainers who know the region, although there are many of these 
too.  Embassy and aid staff are expanding and need to work harder with the Afghan and 
other  media  to  find  success  stories  in  the  northern  provinces,  perhaps  through  the 
National Solidarity Programme which is a fruitful partnership between government and 
NGO projects.  The embassy must identify itself more closely with the reduction of 
acute poverty in Afghanistan.



Provisional  Reconstruction  Teams.  These  are  islands  of  NATO nations  offering  a 
minimum of security.  They vary considerably. We only visited the Swedish PRT in 
Mazar.   Again,  the concept  is  protection and soldiers rarely get  out to meet  people 
unless on patrol in the vicinity and heavily armed. Food is flown in from Europe, there 
is  little  contact  with local  suppliers.   By all  accounts  the UK PRT,  and the ‘quick 
impact’  aid  projects  in  Helmand,  seem  a  limited  attempt  to  balance  the  military 
campaign, not a concerted plan for development.  NGOs feel that some PRTs are not 
providing adequate protection for humanitarian work. By contrast the Bamyan NZ PRT 
is an example of active NGO collaboration. 

Security.   Apart  from  occasional  close  protection  we  had  no  direct  experience  of 
insecurity  except  checkpoints  and  incidents  on  the  road.  But  we  had  a  glimpse  of 
warlord power when we met Governor Atta Mohammed – an ex-mojahed clean-shaven 
in a new blue pin-striped suit.  Nothing can be done without his authority.  He has cut 
down local opium production but still benefits from the transit trade. A close ally of the 
US, he calls for better coordination of defence, and more support for the Afghan army, 
and complains about the incapacity of ministries.   Many like him (we also met Shir 
Mohamed Akhundaza, the former governor of Helmand) believe more could be done 
through intelligence to win over  the populations in  areas  controlled by the Taliban. 
Arming local militia is a big issue. The UK is seen, mainly by the US, to have got this 
wrong in Helmand and the old governor may be reinstated, especially after the row over 
the expelled diplomats.

Governance and corruption.  Many hopes are pinned to the Independent Directorate of 
Local  Administrations  which  is  being  moved  out  of  the  Interior  Ministry  to  the 
President’s Office.  Everyone wants to see more streamlined government, especially at 
provincial level,  but this may be another competing layer  of management.   It  is not 
surprising that with vast aid flows coming into central government there is corruption, 
nepotism and slack in the system.  Many express frustration that much UK aid is wasted 
on  strengthening  the  ministries  and  rewarding  the  idle  rather  than  projects  on  the 
ground.  We should reconsider the balance between capacity-building at the centre and 
achieving results which the people can see.

Our itinerary in brief:
29th September:  Visit  to  Murad 
Khane to see houses in the old city 
of Kabul being restored through the 
Turquoise  Mountain  Foundation 
project (where our daughter works).
30th Sept:  Meetings  with  MPs 
including  heads  of  parliamentary 
commissions  at  the  Houses  of 
Parliament.   Dinner  at  British 
Embassy:  guests  included  DfID 
staff and Shukria Barakzai MP.
2nd-3rd October:  Visits  to  the 
Governor,  Atta  Mohammed,  the 
Swedish  Committee  for 
Afghanistan,  the  Swedish 
Provisional  Reconstruction  Team, 
and  archaeological  sites  and 
monuments around Balkh. 
4th-5th October: Reception with the 
UN Mission  -  UNAMA.  Visit  to 
Istalif to see TMF ceramics projects 
and resource centre.



John Montagu in the Afghan mountains

Where Do They Go?
Over the last five months we’ve been keeping a record of where men go 
when they leave Haslar. The results have been remarkably consistent, in an 
average month 9 of the 48 men with whom we are in contact leave the 
centre.  Just  under half  are sent back to their  own countries,  just  over a 
quarter released and just over a quarter transferred to another centre. 

Leaving Haslar, September 2007 – January 2008

‘Temporary admission’ is given without any surety or court hearing. People 
live  for  years  on  temporary  admission,  not  allowed  to  work  and  given 
minimal  if  any support.  Our destitution payments  are vital  for many of 
them and very much appreciated by the recipients.

‘Bail’ involves a pledge of money and, normally, a court hearing. As with 
temporary  admission  it  can  be  the  precursor  to  years  of  poverty  and 
idleness. People from countries like Iraq and Zimbabwe, who cannot return 
in the forseeable future, are condemned to a life which is only a little better 
than detention.

On average the men who left Haslar over this period had spent 200 days 
each in purely administrative detention at a cost to the taxpayer of £40,000 
each.  Some left  Haslar  for another  British Removal  Centre and are still 
detained.

Bailed 16%

Temporarily 
admitted 11%

Removed 43%

Transferred 30%



Let your MP know 
what you  think about the cost 
and injustice of long detention.  

.                                   

                  

MAKE A DONATION

What can you do?

Help us support 
the destitute!

Fill in the standing 
order over-leaf.

Small  but regular 
payments are very 

welcome

BECOME A VISITOR

WRITE TO
THE PAPER

INVITE A SPEAKER

The Visitors Group 
regularly send 
speakers to 
Amnesty Groups, 
Churches, Party 
Branch Meetings 
etc

Haslar visitors are paired 
with a detainee and visit him 

(they are all men) one 
afternoon a week. We do what 
we can to cheer people up and 

to help with practical 
problems.

“All that is necessary
for the triumph of 
evil is that good 
men do nothing.”WRITE TO YOUR MP

For further information contact the 
Coordinator, Michael Woolley  on 
023 9283 9222 or 
coordinator@haslarvisitors.org.uk
or write to:
Haslar Visitors Group
All Saints Centre
Commercial Road
Portsmouth PO1 4BT

mailto:coordinator@haslarvisitors.org.uk


Haslar Visitors group
This is a multi-purpose form – please fill in the first part and such other parts as are relevant to you.  

Name:

Address:

                                                                                .Post code: 

Phone no:

Gift Aid Certificate
• Donations from taxpayers can be supplemented by a grant from the Treasury.
• Our treasurer will make the claim, the only thing needed of the donor is that they sign below to confirm that they are 

paying  tax.

I am a taxpayer and claim Gift Aid                           Signed: _______________________________

Standing Order
To the Manager: please pay Haslar Visitors Group the sum below by standing order until further notice. The Haslar Visitors 

Group account is with Lloyds TSB, Waterlooville. Sort code: 30-99-20  Account no: 00985875.  

Monthly amount: In figures £                  In words:

Date of first payment:

Bank and branch:

Bank codes:
Sort code:                                           Account no:

Account name:

Signature

Please return this form to: Haslar Visitors Group, All Saints Centre, Commercial Road, Portsmouth PO1 4BT   Phone 
023 9283 9222   



Scenes from the Drop-In Christmas Party

                                                                                                                             

Haslar Visitors Group
supported by the


