Chairman’s Message
2008 has been a year of considerable change for the Group, with the departure of our Deputy
Coordinator, Laura, and the arrival of our new Coordinator, Anne, in preparation for
Michael’s retirement.
2008 was also the last complete year of the National Lottery grant, which has been the largest
single source of our funding since 2006. Against the background of a deepening recession
which is likely to bite hard into both the funds available for distribution by funding charities
and the discretionary income of individuals, it is clear that 2009 is going to be a challenging
year.
Mindful of the fact that a further three years of funding from the National Lottery is unlikely,
we have already embarked upon a programme to secure alternative funding streams which has
already borne fruit, to encourage a higher level of donation from our existing donors, and to
widen our supporter base. We have also implemented a reduction in our expenditure budget
for 2009 pending the successful reshaping of our income by the time the Lottery funding
comes to an end in June. The recruitment of a Deputy Coordinator will be contingent on our
fundraising - we would hope to appoint later in 2009.
I am constantly encouraged by the large impact such a small charity as Haslar Visitors Group
can have in so many ways on the lives of the vulnerable and destitute. Our supporters have
continued to be most generous, and I should like to particularly mention the individuals who
provide the bulk of our destitution funds and those who turn out in all weathers to visit the
men in Haslar. I would like on behalf of the Trustees to warmly thank all our visitors, staff,
donors and supporters for their hard work and dedication throughout 2008.

Mike Brown
Chairman
January 2009

Quotes of the Year 2008
Reduce Detention
“Only detain asylum seekers who are a threat to national security or those who pose a very
serious risk of absconding”
Centre for Social Justice (Chair Iain Duncan Smith MP): ‘Asylum Matters’ December 2008.
“Detention … is appropriate only for those who pose a threat to national security or where
there is absolutely no alternative to effect return”
Independent Asylum Commission: ‘Safe Return’ June 2008.

Grant the Right to Work
“Grant temporary right to remain to those who cannot return home”.
Centre for Social Justice (Chair Iain Duncan Smith MP): ‘Asylum Matters’ December 2008.
“Refused asylum seekers who cannot be returned … should be eligible for a time-limited,
revocable, permit to work in the UK”
Independent Asylum Commission: ‘Safe Return’ June 2008
“ … the [UK Border] Agency estimates that a fifth of the legacy cases [ie 49,000] cannot
currently be resolved as there are external factors which prevent the Agency from either
removing the applicants or allowing them to stay in the UK.”
National Audit Office: ‘Managing Asylum Applications’ January 2009

Improve Decision Making
“Improve the quality of decisions on who needs to be given asylum”
Centre for Social Justice (Chair Iain Duncan Smith MP): ‘Asylum Matters’ December 2008.
“The UK should have a fair and effective decision making body that takes pride in giving
sanctuary to those who need it, and denying it to those who do not”.
Independent Asylum Commission: ‘Saving Sanctuary’ May 2008.
“Over a quarter of Asylum applicants are not receiving a full screening interview when they
make their claims”.
National Audit Office: ‘Managing Asylum Applications’ January 2009.

Improve Detention Conditions
“Staff often struggled with an inappropriate or crowded environment … particularly Haslar
where old accommodation was scarcely fit for purpose”
HM Chief Inspector of Prisons: ‘Annual Report 2007 – 2008’ published January 2009.
“The [detention] estate is not ideally suited for the new [asylum] process”.
National Audit Office: ‘Managing Asylum Applications’ January 2009
Haslar Visitors Group

Thank you and Goodbye
I retire on 23rd February after nearly eight years working for Haslar
Visitors Group. It has been a great privilege to do so and a real
pleasure to work with such a splendid group of people. Our visitors
really are wonderful, the detainees and drop-in people too. I shall miss
you all – keep up the good work. I know you’ll be as kind and helpful
to Anne, my successor, as you have been to me.

Michael Woolley

Coordinator, 23rd February 2008

People Need Your Help
Volunteering
Please think about volunteering. It’s not for
everybody but can be
tremendously rewarding.
The detainees are all very
different
and
their
situations can be very
painful. There are also
real joys and pleasures!
Visiting takes half a day a
week and we like new
visitors to come (at least
at first) to our monthly
visitors’ evening meeting.

Donations
Please help us financially.
We shall spend your
money wisely helping
men like those in this
report. A standing order
with gift aid is the most
helpful for us but we
welcome all donations.

Legacies
Leaving money in a will
can be a very real help.
Remember IRC Haslar
may have closed when the
time comes, so it’s wise to
give your executors the
right to choose a similar
charity if that has
happened. It’s also wise
to remember that needs
change. Let the trustees
decide how to spend the
money - but tell them
your preference, eg “....to
be used at the absolute
discretion of the trustees
but preferably to help....”

Haslar Visitors Group
Registered Charity no. 1080187
This is a multi-purpose form. Please fill in the first part and such others
as are relevant
Name ____________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Phone number: _____________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________

Gift Aid Certificate
• Donations from taxpayers are supplemented by a grant from the
Treasury
• Our treasurer will make the claim, the only thing needed of the
donor is to sign below to confirm that they are paying income tax.
I am a taxpayer and claim Gift Aid
Signed _________________________________

Standing Order
To the Manager: please pay Haslar Visitors Group the sum below by
standing order until further notice. The Haslar Visitors Group account is
with Lloyds TSB Waterlooville. Sort code: 30-99-20. Account no:
00985875
Monthly amount in figures £ ______ in words_____________________
Date of first payment: _______________________________________
Bank and branch: ___________________________________________
Sort code: _____________ Account number: _____________________
Account name: _____________________________________________
Signature: _________________________________________________
Please return this form to:
Haslar Visitors Group, All Saints Centre, Commercial Road,
Portsmouth PO1 4BT

Anne Dickinson, our new Coordinator, started work in November last year and will be
completely taking over the day to day running of Haslar Visitors on 24th February 2009. Here
she tells us something of her life before Haslar Visitors Group.

Hello! - Introducing Anne
My professional background has been one
spent working on various aid projects in
different locations. This has taken me to
Central America, Palestine and West, East and
Southern Africa. Prior to my aid work, I have
been a book keeper, an English teacher in Asia
and done odd jobs here and there including
office temp work, fruit picking and packing
and even been a movie extra in a Chinese
Kung Fu film. I worked my way around the
world on virtually no budget at all, which is to
say that prior to joining Haslar Visitors Group,
I have myself been a migrant worker in foreign
kitchens and fields. I have had reasonably
intelligent thoughts that I have been unable to
articulate in another language. I have on the
odd occasion had nowhere to sleep and have
slept rough. I too, have experience of being on
the wrong side of immigration authorities,
having been caught working on a tourist visa
and made to leave that particular country. All
of my travails however were fleeting and by choice. I had a credit card in my pocket which
could have got me home and dry safely.
Through my international aid work, I have been on the edge of some nasty conflicts, severe
food shortages and have seen the inside of a few refugee camps. At times I was able to help,
other times I stood by helplessly, dazed, confused and in anguish. Immensely heartening to
me has been that whether witnessing conflict or poverty, the people I have met have been
extremely welcoming and were touched that I had left my home comforts and come to see and
learn for myself about their lives. It is this hope of a mutual touching of lives that has brought
me to Haslar Visitors Group.
So far, I have not been disappointed. Our visitors speak eloquently and earnestly about the
men they visit and their problems. Men in Haslar tell me how everyone inside has their own
problems and what a relief it is to talk to someone from “the outside”. We help where we can,
but sometimes we must accept our own limitations in fixing problems and just concentrate on
being human – together. My background in having seen some of the reality of clients’ lives
has been useful, meanwhile I would ask for everyone’s forbearance as I gather experience in
the world of immigration and detention. Finally, I would like to thank our visitors and trustees
for sharing their warmth and wisdom with me and our donors and supporters without whom
we would not be able to extend our hand of friendship.

Anne Dickinson
Coordinator

Good
News!
Eugene has a British
partner and two British
children but the Home
Office would neither allow
him to work nor give him
support unless he left them
and went to live in
Scotland.
For
many
months Haslar Visitors
gave a small allowance so
the family could stay
together. In 2008 Eugene
finally got his papers and
is now allowed to stay in
the UK and work here
indefinitely – this picture
was taken on the day he
got the news!
Left: Eugene
Below: Willy and Mike
(Photo Amaya Roman)

More Good
News!
It’s often difficult to keep in contact with
detainees once they have left Haslar, but Willy
Mutwadi Mpasi is an exception. Willy, a
medical biologist from DRC, arrived at Haslar
in August 2004. He had claimed asylum in
April 2003, but lost his appeal later that year
because of very poor legal advice. He was
immediately arrested and detained, just days
before he was due to start a work placement at
a hospital in Derby.

During the twelve months he spent in various detention centres, despite numerous
interventions from lawyers and politicians, the Home Office made several attempts to remove
Willy to DRC. On two occasions, he was frogmarched onto aircraft at Heathrow, and
requested an audience with the captain. After explaining that he was a refugee who was being
delivered up to be murdered by his persecutors, the captain refused to carry him aboard, and
he was led back to detention.
At Haslar, Willy was linked with HVG visitor (now Chair) Mike Brown who also spoke
French, and the two developed a strong friendship. The immediate danger was imminent
removal directions. Mike lobbied local Gosport MP Peter Viggers on Willy’s behalf, and the
then Immigration Minister Des Browne cancelled the removal on the strength of the MP’s
representations.
Rosy Bremer at BID South organised a bail application and Willy was released from
detention. He went to live at Mike’s house in Fareham, and the two got to work on collecting
evidence for a fresh asylum claim in the window afforded them by Des Browne.
However, the day after the fresh claim application was received by the Home Office, the
Immigration Service ordered Willy’s arrest, intending to remove him from the UK within 48
hours in order to prevent any judicial moves to save him. Only the intervention of Amnesty
International - literally minutes before Willy was due to be escorted onto a scheduled flight to
Kinshasa – forced the cancellation of these secret plans.
Willy’s plight became front-page news in the local press and the lead story for Meridian News
bulletins. Willy was interviewed on Radio 4’s Today programme, and the BBC broadcast a
documentary on former Portsmouth FC striker and HVG patron Lomana Lua Lua’s support
for his fellow countryman.
Leading immigration barrister Margaret Phelan, who had been successful in having Willy
bailed only four weeks earlier, took on his case, and there followed three years of legal
wrangling. Finally, the Court of Appeal castigated the Home Office for its callous treatment
of Willy and their lack of “anxious scrutiny” in the consideration of fresh evidence from
asylum seekers. This judgement paved the way for a second asylum claim, which was refused
by the Home Office but allowed on appeal to the Asylum & Immigration Tribunal.
Willy now has full refugee status.
At Haslar, Willy was well known as a worship leader and evangelist, and for the prayer and
encouragement he gave to other detainees. It is a ministry he has continued ever since his
release, visiting those in detention and telephoning them to give spiritual and moral support.
Willy has also been active in the wider community. He is associate pastor at the Jubilee
Francophone Church in Portsmouth. In November, he received his pastoral licence at a
ceremony in London, and looks forward to ordination next year. He is a member of the
Hampshire African Immigrants’ Association (HAFRIA) and produces their quarterly
magazine.
Willy plans to stay in Hampshire and fulfil his dream of working for the NHS. “I thank God
for the Haslar Visitors Group, and for everyone who has helped me” he said.

“I thank God for the Haslar Visitors Group,
and for everyone who has helped me”

BID South, (Bail for Immigration Detainees) works very closely with Haslar Visitors Group.
Their Coordinator is a Haslar Visitors Trustee, eight of the 13 local volunteers are or have
been members of the Visitors Group. We have offices in the same building.

39% of BID South clients released
In the last year 169 of 434 BID South clients were granted release from detention, 70
more than in the year before.
This is a fantastic result given that our clients are now almost exclusively ex-foreign national
prisoners who have been detained on completion of their sentences. The detention of this
group appears to have become automatic and without any real consideration being given to
the risks of absconding or re-offending.
We have increased our efforts to get temporary admission (freedom without having to go to
court) for detainees and are encouraging both detainees and solicitors to ask for this
themselves. We are encouraging detainees to list more of their own bail applications using our
do-it-yourself guide. These strategies have paid dividends.
The cases below illustrate the problems the detainees face.
A- Was an asylum seeker from Zimbabwe. His refugee status was revoked when it was
discovered he had not told the Home Office he had been in the UK before. He had a settled
address, strong support from family, and 2 good sureties. He also had an appeal outstanding
and had been assessed as low risk to the public and of re-offending. At no time during his
detention was he removable, due to the suspension of returns to Zimbabwe that was in place
at the time. Despite having such a strong case for release the Home Office continually
opposed bail and he was detained for 12 months before getting bail.
The failure to consider release at the end of a prison sentence is often the last straw for family
and friends who were waiting to be re-united. Relationships break down under the strain and
sureties give up after making repeated appearances in Court. On top of the extra trauma this
causes the detainee, they are also left facing the uphill battle of trying to gain release with no
firm address or close ties that will support them.
B- Is an Eritrean that we helped with bail last year. The Home Office refused his asylum
claim and he claimed again in a different name. For this he received a prison sentence and 11
months in detention. The Home Office did all they could to deport him. We have since
learned that B has been granted refugee status after lodging a fresh asylum claim. The
criminal conviction and all the hardship was a direct result of a very poor initial decision.
C- Is an Iraqi asylum seeker. He spent over a year in detention despite the fact that enforced
removals to Iraq were not taking place due to the poor security there. We got him bail in June
2007, but he was re-detained in January 2008. The Home Office claimed it was for imminent
removal even though that was not possible. When this argument failed they tried to accuse
him of causing a disturbance, which was also not true. A Judge granted bail again but
immigration at the detention centre refused to release claiming that there was no management
at the Centre to sign the form. After a struggle he was released late the next day.

Frances Pilling
BID Coordinator and Haslar Visitor Group Trustee

Immigration Enforcement
The Ordeal of John Bosco
Our Treasurer, John Bosco, was detained in September.
After seven years in the UK, during which he was quite
legally working, he was detained one Tuesday for
removal to Africa the following Sunday. His friends,
workmates, church, and our group all worked together
to save him from flying. Meridian TV and South Today
both carried reports - the Bishop attended John’s church
on Sunday morning and appeared on the BBC the next
day. Michael Woolley was interviewed live on national
radio, over 100 faxes sent to the Chief Immigration
Officer in Portsmouth. The airline was bombarded with
protests and every passenger was picketed as they
boarded. He didn’t fly that day, a new lawyer was
found and a fresh asylum application made. On the
following Thursday the application was rejected and
John Bosco was forcibly removed.
He later wrote “I got a letter from court telling to have a bail hearing at 10am and then at
around 4.30pm I was called to go and have interview with Immigration at the airport. I asked
if it's possible for me to talk to my solicitor and they told me that I will do it when we get at
the airport and from there my phone was taken away from me and they checked me and
jumped into the van. They drove it up to airport. When we got to the airport they told me they
were going to meet the Immigration officer but after something like 20mins, one of the guys
came back and shown me a piece of paper saying that I have to be removed. the paper didn't
show time, date and even the flight. From there they just drove the van just under the plane's
steps. They told me to get out and I said ‘I'm not going anywhere before I talk to my solicitor
- you told me that I will talk to her when I got there and now you are taking me’. They
grabbed my hands and handcuffed me. They dragged me from the van and pushed me outside.
I refused to stand so they lifted me up and I started kicking while screaming so they put me on
the ground, squeezed on the ground and one guy punched me in the private part and because
of the pain I made my legs straight and then they tied my
legs both in thigh and ankles together. From there they lifted
me up, one man holding in handcuff and that was so painful
and I asked for mercy but no one could help. Let me stop
here, sorry but it's hard.”
In Africa he got through the airport by paying a bribe, found
somewhere to live but was later arrested and spent some
time in an extremely grim jail before buying his way out.
Everything was taken from him while in jail including his
shoes. He walked back to his house barefoot and has not
dared to go out since. His British lawyer has made an
application to the High Court to review his removal, in
particular the refusal to let him call his solicitor. There is no
further news as we go to press.

The case merits concern because of the brutal way he was arrested and removed and it is
partly because of this that the local community was so shocked. He was given no opportunity
to settle his affairs, say goodbye to his friends or collect his property. This is in fact typical of
immigration enforcement - the assumption is made that people (however law-abiding) will
run away if they aren’t literally seized without any notice.

The Ordeal of HS
H.S. rang one of the coordinators at home late one December Sunday. He too had been
arrested without notice and taken to an airport – but not on his own. There were nearly 45
other Iraqi asylum seekers and over 75 security guards. One of the refugees had sewn his lips
to frustrate removal but the stitches had been removed.
They were put on a charter flight at Stanstead where take-off was delayed six hours as
pandemonium reined. Men were banging their heads on the windows trying to break them –
one concussed himself and had to be taken off. Another cut his stomach with a smuggled
blade and was pronounced unfit to fly. Men were shackled and handcuffed. The security
guards were shocked - one admitted to H.S. that he’d never have taken the job had he known
what it would be like.
Eventually the plane took off, arriving over Iraq at 3am after a long stop over in Romania. It
was clear and calm, the plane so low that people could clearly be seen on the tarmac.
However they did not land but went to Turkey. “Bad weather” was the explanation.
In Turkey the plane sat on the runway, under a hot sun, till mid-afternoon. Nobody was
allowed off. Eventually they flew back to Stanstead where they arrived 31 hours after their
scheduled take off. H.S. was taken to Colnbrook, from where he phoned the Coordinator. He
was flown to Iraq a few days later via Germany where they changed planes. When they got
their luggage in Iraq all the men’s valuables, laptops, phones and money, had been stolen.
H.S. thinks it was the English or the Germans as there wasn’t sufficient time for the Iraqis to
do such a thorough job.
The two flights were clearly badly managed but also raise fundamental questions about why
people are so determined not to leave. We can only surmise but note: that some of the men
had been in the UK for over 10 years - all their adult lives; that some had partners and
children in the UK; that there was a widespread belief that 3 recently returned Iraqis had
killed themselves because of the stress.
Immigration enforcement in the United Kingdom is distressing and expensive. Only 21%
leave voluntarily, less than in many other European countries, far less than in Sweden where
80% of returns are voluntary. There are lessons to be learnt.

The Guardian
reported the
story given to
our group.
Questions were
asked in both
Commons and
Lords

'This is worse than prison': a Zimbabwean detainee speaks
I have been in Haslar since February 1st this year. I was transferred here straight from prison,
where I had served six months of a one-year sentence for working illegally as a care assistant.
I had been working as a senior carer at an old people's home in Eastbourne for four years
when the immigration department sent a police officer to arrest me because I had false
paperwork. Before that, I had never been in trouble with the police, not even for anything
minor. I only did it because I was desperate to stay in the UK where I can be safe with my
wife and two sons, who are 10 and two. If I am sent back to Harare I fear for my life. The
authorities there know that my family supports the Movement for Democratic Change — an
opposition politician used my father's car during his election campaign. I was threatened,
beaten and detained by the police there before I fled to the UK in 2003.
There is not a lot to do at the centre, so a lot of time is spent in the TV room. It is impossible
to avoid Zimbabwe — you turn from BBC1 to BBC2, to Sky and Channel 4 News and it is
everywhere, a reminder of what we could be sent back to. The other people here who don't
come from my country can't understand why we are still being held here when they see and
hear how bad the situation in Zimbabwe is. The worst thing is, they assume that we must have
committed terrible crimes if we are still being kept here despite the Home Office having
decided to stop all deportations to Zimbabwe.
Every morning I go to the library to read the newspapers. I couldn't believe it the other day
when I read David Miliband saying that Zimbabwe was in crisis and likening Mugabe's
regime to "sadism", and yet his government is keeping me locked up here. It's especially hard
when you hear about terror suspects, accused of really awful crimes, being released on bail.
The judge in my case refused me bail, even though two friends had offered £1,000 each as
surety. He said that because my wife lived in Yorkshire, 200 miles away from these friends,
he could not be sure I would not abscond. But it is the Home Office's fault my wife is so far
away — that is where they housed her when I was sent to jail and she got evicted because I
was no longer paying the rent.
Being here is worse than being in prison. At least when you're in jail you have a leaving date.
I don't know how long I will be here. Another Zimbabwean here, also a family man, will have
been here for two years on June 27. I look at him sometimes and think: what if I am still here
in two years' time?
It is difficult remaining optimistic. I keep hopeful by attending church every evening in the
centre, and by talking to my wife on the phone. But I have broken down sometimes. I even
contemplated suicide, but then I called my wife and she said that the only people to suffer if I
was gone was her and my sons. I have been on medication for five or six months because of
the stress.
I applied for asylum, but earlier this year a judge ruled that he didn't believe I really needed
asylum. But I do. I don't know what will happen to me if I get sent back to Zimbabwe, but it
will be bad news. I used to work at Harare airport, so there will be no chance of me getting
through there unnoticed. I will certainly be interrogated, and then who knows what?
Sometimes people simply disappear in Zimbabwe.
Interview by Helen Pidd in the Guardian 26th June 2008. By the time this was published the
man was free.

They’re all out! Wow!
In 2008 there were seven Zimbabweans in Haslar Removal Centre though they could not, in
fact, be removed. Since a court case some years ago there has been a stay on removals to
Zimbabwe. The general rule is that if a man cannot be removed he should not be detained.
Clearly something was amiss.
On 21st April there was a video conference with Lin Homer, head of the UK Border Agency.
HVG asked what purpose was served by the long term detention of people from places like
Zimbabwe? Ms Homer gave a bland answer about the difficulty of removing people.
In June the seven men wrote a joint letter to the Prime Minister, their MPs and the press: “It is
extremely distressful to us to find ourselves in a situation where we face what appears to be
indefinite detention”. The Guardian reported this on 24th June.
The Haslar Coordinator asked the Home Office Director of Detention Services about this. He
replied that the Zimbabweans in Haslar were all ex-prisoners considered “a danger to the
UK”. Never-the-less two weeks later four had been released from Haslar with tags.
Haslar Trustee and BID Coordinator Frances Pilling then went to work. Using notes supplied
by Michael Woolley and with the assistance of Laura del Nevo she had a meeting within
Haslar with the Zimbabweans. Bail applications were made, sureties found (the Canon
Theologian of Westminster Abbey, a Haslar Visitor Trustee, the Haslar Visitor Coordinator).
On 13th August we went to court. The place was packed with observers from different
charities and a reporter from the Independent newspaper. One by one the cases were
considered and one by one bail was granted! As we go to press all the men are free in the UK.

DEAR VISITORS AND FRIENDS,

They’re all out! Wow!
You will remember that seven Zimbabweans have been held in Haslar long
after their criminal sentences ended and with no prospect of being deported. A
few weeks ago we started a campaign to help them get released. Despite some
tough talking the Home Office quietly freed four. Today we went to court - with
terrific help and support by BID and from you - and won three separate bail
applications for the three who remained in Haslar. The Independent newspaper
had a reporter and photographer present so we’re hoping there will be a full
report in it tomorrow (Thursday 14th). I’ve been up since five this morning with
this so forgive me if I close now.

There are no Zimbabweans in
Haslar tonight!
MICHAEL
Michael Woolley, Coordinator Haslar Visitors Group All Saints Centre,
Portsmouth PO1 4BT 023 9283 9222 Please reply to:
coordinator@haslarvisitors.org.uk

Above: George, one of the
men bailed.
Left: A jubilant e-mail
which speaks for itself.

Statement of Assets and Liabilities
a) Total for General Purpose Fund
b) Total for Restricted Funds

7,638
264
7,902

Bank Current Account
Special Current Account
No. 2 Account - Deposit

342
25
7,535
7,902

Other Assets (non endowed):
Exhibition Panels
Laptop
Digital Projector
Table and Chairs
20 Mobile Phones
25 Mobile Phones
Laptop
62 Mobile Phones

197
260
361
76
230
211
263
492

2,090

Note 1: Purchase of Equipment
Laptop
2 Mobiles
40 Mobiles

351
60
596

1,007

Debtors
Red Cross - Drop In

607

Rent for Drop In

200

Liabilities

Restricted Funds
Lottery
Phone Cards

(390)
654

264

Approved by Haslar Visitors Group trustees on 21st January 2009 and signed on behalf of the group by:

Mike Brown, Chairman.

Richard Fortin, Treasurer

Independent Examiner's Report on the Accounts
Receipts and Payment Accounts
Report to the trustees/members of Haslar Visitors Group, registered charity number 1080187,
on accounts for the year ended 31 st December 2008, set out on pages 1 to 2
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner: The charity's trustees consider that an audit is not required for this
year (under section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the Act)) and that an independent examination is needed.
It is my responsibility to:
• examine the accounts (under section 43 of the Act);
• to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commission (under section 43(7)(b)
of the Act); and
• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.
Basis of independent examiner's statement: My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions
given by the Charity Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity
and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or
disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures
undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit
opinion on the accounts.
Independent examiner's statement: In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
I) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect, the trustees have not met the requirements to
ensure that:
• proper accounting records are kept (in accordance with section 41 of the Act); and accounts are prepared which agree
with the accounting records
• and comply with the accounting requirements of the Act: or
2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be
reached
Philip C P Hudson, Independent Examiner:
69 Agincourt Road, Portsmouth PO2 7AX

Haslar Visitors Group

Accounts for the year to 31st December 2008
Receipts and Payments Account
Unrestricted
Funds

Restricted
Funds

Total
Funds 2008

2007

£

£

£

£

RECEIPTS
Gift Aid Tax Recovered
Grants and donations
Anonymous Donors
Portsmouth House Church
Portsmouth Partnership
National Lottery Charities Board
Refund of Rates
Churches Action on Poverty
PRIN
Portsmouth University
Red Cross
BID
PARS
Sibford Quaker meeting
Garden Court Chambers
Miscellaneous Donations
General Fund
Destitution Appeal
Bank Interest
Total Receipts

4,706

-

4,706

5,661

278
2,800
1,500
6,052
800
-

1,000
46,536
400
651
1,000

1,000
46,536
278
400
2,800
651
1,500
6,052
800
1,000

1,000
505
10,000
44,954
1,440
-

8,421
24,557
96
24,653

12,753
62,340
62,340

8,421
12,753
86,897
96
86,993

5,887
13,849
83,296
510
83,806

17,137
651
725
775
200
19,488

19,616
4,480
725
775
200
25,796

14,436
10,489
405
614
80
26,024

37,936
950
1,393
5,023
710
342
46,354

49,158
2,728
1,393
5,501
739
342
88
59,949

49,828
2,356
1,495
3,982
290
327
58,278

1,007

1,007

785

19,903

66,849

86,752

85,087

4,750
2,888
7,638

(4,509)
4,773
264

241
7,661
7,902

(1,281)
8,942
7,661

PAYMENTS (Direct Charitable Expenditure)
Grants Made
Destitute Asylum Seekers
2,479
Drop In
3,829
Telephone Cards
Volunteer Expenses
Subscriptions
6,308
Other expenditure
Staff Costs
11,222
Office Rent
1,778
Telephone
Office and Travel
478
Training
29
Insurance
Sundry
88
13,595
Other Payments
Purchase of Equipment Note 1
Total payments
Net receipts for the year
Bank accounts at 01/01/2008
Bank accounts

Page 1 of 2

Treasurer’s Report
The year 2008 has in broad financial terms been very similar to 2007. The overall Receipts
were £86,993 compared with £83,806 and the Payments were £86,752 compared with
£85,087. There was, therefore, a small surplus of £241 compared with a loss in 2007 of
£1,281.
On the Receipts side, as in 2007 over half - £46,536 - came from the National Lotteries
Charities Board. This has been an enormous help to the Haslar Visitors Group over the last
three years. We are grateful for it and we could not have done half the things we have done
without it. One of its purposes was to enable us to employ an Assistant Coordinator, Laura del
Nevo, who was able to take some of the load off Michael Woolley. The present round of
Lottery income ends in June this year. Consequently in 2009 we will only receive about
£23,000 from the Lottery and are seeking alternative and/or renewed funding. Turning to
other large items under “Receipts”, Portsmouth University gave us £2,800 for our giving a
student an internship. This will not be repeated this year but may well be in 2009/10. BID
paid us £1,500 for our database software and the final large item of £6,052 came from PARS
via their closure account. These four sources together accounted for approximately two thirds
of the charity’s income in 2008.
On the Payments side, the majority of the ‘Grants Made’ by Haslar Visitors Group was
allocated to Destitute Asylum Seekers and the Drop In Centre.
The above analysis shows that we must redouble our efforts in securing funding beyond the
life of the Lottery grant . The Trustees are very conscious of this, as is the new Coordinator,
and they will be working hard with her in order to try to generate additional income. Despite
these difficult economic times it may well be that we can generate more income from our
committed existing supporters as well as some new ones. Until such time as new funds are
generated, we are having to cut back our costs to be in line with the reduced income.
Trustees have formulated a Reserves Policy, as mentioned in last year’s Report, which is that
we should always have a minimum amount of Unrestricted Reserves to cover two months’
Operating Costs.
Finally I would like to thank once again Philip Hudson for his very capable and efficient
overseeing of the charity’s accounting procedures and annual accounts.

Richard Fortin
Acting Treasurer

How long must we wait?
Detention is not meant to be a punishment. The detainee is detained for purely administrative
reasons – he or she is in a queue. The Home Office, despite repeated requests, does not keep
records of how long people wait in the queue and so Haslar Visitors Group would like to help.
We hold complete records for 238 men who left detention in 2008. All had been in Haslar
though some had moved to other centres before their detention ended. Three unfortunates
spent nearly three years locked up in prison like conditions before being released; 11 spent
over two years; 34 over 18 months.
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Haslar Visitors Group believes Liberty deeply important – nobody should be deprived of it
lightly. Most readers of the article would be outraged had they to spend a single night in
detention waiting for bureaucrats to do their job. Yet not only is long term detention routine, it
isn’t even quantified. Until two years ago the figures were published - but since then the
Home Office has weakly complained that it cannot release the figures as they “aren’t robust
enough”. We suspect they don’t want too much attention focused on the problem.
The Asylum Rights Campaign did a similar exercise in December 2008 and came up with
similar figures to Haslar for comparable centres. IRC Colnbrook, a high security centre which
is not comparable, has more people in long term detention – one for nearly four years.

Watching the ‘Magic Lady’
On 22nd December our drop-in was
packed for the Christmas Party – a
children’s entertainer, a hot meal, toys
for the children and shopping vouchers
for all. The party was largely funded
by Barclays Bank, the toys provided
by volunteers and the vouchers from
Churches Homeless Action. Many
thanks to them and to all the
volunteers who made the event such a
success!

Coordinator’s Report
John Bosco, our Treasurer
Bosco was deported in 2008. There is full
news of him later in this Annual Report.
Haslar statistics
In 2008 our group was in touch with over
300 men detained in Haslar. More than 200
received regular visits, others only
received services such as the loan of a
mobile phone or the collection of luggage:
not all men ask for a visitor. Roughly a
quarter were “removed” or “deported” to
their own countries. Another quarter were
freed in Britain, given “temporary
admission” by the Home Office or bail by
a judge. One man got what he doubtless
hopes will be “permanent admission” by
escaping.
The cost of removal
There is of course a human cost but also a
quantifiable financial one. At over £11,000
a forced removal costs ten times that of a
voluntary one. In March we had an
example of this in Haslar when a man was
taken to Chad in Africa. We calculated the
cost: seven nights in UK police cells at
£459 per night = £3,213; return flights for
the man and three escorts at an estimated
£2000 each = £8,000; four rooms for one
night in the Sheraton Addis Ababa at $425
per room = £1,120; salaries and other
expenses for the escorts. (When I was told
that they had all stayed at the Sheraton I
was incredulous - but later confirmed the
fact along with the price. It is reputed to be
the most expensive hotel in Africa).
The man was sent on paperwork known as
an “EU letter” which the Chadians did not
accept. John Bingham at BID says he can
never remember Chad accepting an EU
letter. And on top of all that expense the
cost of his detention in Haslar on his
return. Twelve to fifteen thousand pounds
of taxpayers money wasted.

The cost of detention
Estimates of the cost of detention vary
between £200 a day (the National Audit
Office) and £130 a day (the Minister). The
human cost is terrible, months of men’s
lives wasted as tickets are organised. In
January 2008 ten of the 47 people on our
list had been in (purely administrative)
immigration detention for over a year. In
August a man was given temporary
admission who had been in detention more
that two years. There would be a great deal
to be said for putting a limit on the length
of detention as there is in most other
European countries. If the Home Office
cannot sort things out in, say, six months
then the person concerned should be freed.
The Portsmouth All Saints Drop-in.
There are now over 300 people attending
the ‘drop-in’ we run in Portsmouth for
asylum seekers and refugees (asylum
seekers hope to stay permanently, refugees
know they can). The drop-in began as an
advice service and we still have
professionals such as the Refugee Legal
Service and the Red Cross in attendance. It
is now also a community centre, a place to
meet friends and have a coffee, as well as
take an English class, check emails or get
help filling some form.
Good news for families
Early in 2008 there was good news when
many
asylum-seeking
families
in
Portsmouth were given permission to stay.
Hooray! But what a mess was made of the
process. One family of six lived in the
same house for five years but was evicted
by the Home Office once they got status.
They went into bed and breakfast for two
weeks till a house was found by the local
authority.
The
B&B
couldn’t
accommodate all their stuff so we hired a
van and put it into store for them and then

hired a van again to get it out. One of the
things a small charity like ours can offer is
flexibility and rapid response.
Destitution Fund
We started the fund some years ago when
the Government suddenly decided to stop
supporting any asylum seeker who did not
apply the moment they came into the
country. Asylum seekers aren’t allowed to
work so this was a major problem. Many
months later a policy change was forced by
the courts but by then other areas of need
had become apparent. One problem is with
asylum seeking men who have British
wives and partners. If the man loses his
asylum claim he also loses his right to
support in Portsmouth. His wife can get
housing and financial support as a single
mother but not if she has a partner living
with her. Social services does not
recognise the position of foreign fathers
without the right to work. All very
complicated but what it means in practice
is that foreign fathers are required to leave
their wives and children if they are to get
government help. In practice many
families forego the support and scrape by
on what the mother gets. We are currently
giving a small weekly allowance to five
families like this.
Destitution fund loans
A need which cropped up this year was
with the late payment of benefits. Child tax
credits typically take sixteen weeks to
process, occasionally longer. The people
waiting have just got refugee status and
been moved to new homes with all the
expense that that entails. They are people
with no financial infrastructure – they
cannot borrow from family or credit cards
and probably do not have a bank account
never mind an overdraft.
We have offered interest free loans in
some such cases, sometimes for quite large
sums. It is heartening to report that our
loans have, almost without exception, been
quickly and scrupulously repaid.

Databases
Our office is run with the help of a
‘detention’ database specially created by
RC - a backroom boy with a very low
profile who never attends our meetings but
who has given great service over the years.
Thank you RC! This year we sold a
version of the database to BID (the bail
charity) and another visitors group is now
interested. We invested the proceeds of the
BID sale in a ‘drop-in’ database which
promises to be equally useful.
Coordinators’ conference
Haslar Visitors Group was responsible for
organising a very successful residential
coordinators conference in June 2008.
Comings and goings
Laura del Nevo left us at the end of August
2008 to go to a job in Whitehall organising
volunteer visitor/inspectors to prisoners in
police custody. Laura did a great job for
Haslar Visitors and we owe her a
considerable debt of gratitude. Anne
Dickinson joined us in November and will
take over from me when I retire in
February 2009. Anne has travelled
extensively and worked in a number of
third world countries.
I retire after eight years in post during
which time there have been five
Governor/Managers at Haslar (Bennett,
Jones, Draper, Killick, Baker), seven
Secretaries of State for Immigration
(Roche, Rooker, Hughes, Browne,
McNulty, Byrne, Woolas) and five Home
Secretaries (Straw, Blunkett, Clarke, Reid,
Smith). Does this make them “here today
gone tomorrow politicians” or me an old
stick-in-the-mud?
One of the good things about a job like this
is the volunteers who are tremendously
supportive and kind – to the Coordinator as
well as our clients. I shall miss you all and
thank you all for your tremendous support.

Michael Woolley
Coordinator February 2009

