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Chairman’s Message

The asylum environment in which Haslar Visitors Group operates is
one of constant flux, and 2009 was no exception.
In July, the United Kingdom Border Agency (UKBA) cut already meagre support levels
for asylum seekers, despite the outcry from the voluntary sector. Those refused asylum
seekers fortunate enough to have Section 4 support once again suffered a real-terms cut
in their £5-per-day subsistence payments which have never been increased since 2004.
In an attempt to deny refused asylum seekers who have fresh evidence supporting their
fear of persecution from lodging further representations with UKBA seeking a new
asylum claim, UKBA abruptly announced in October that all such representations from
pre-2007 asylum seekers must forthwith be made in person, by appointment only, at a
single UKBA location in Liverpool, rather than as previously by post. Even worse, any
children not mentioned on the original asylum claim have to make the journey too.
There is no legal aid funding to cover such travel expenses, and UKBA, of course,
refuse to contribute. Remember that refused asylum seekers are liable to detention and
removal at any time, and that their only route back to the judicial process is by lodging
further representations for consideration by UKBA.
Unsurprisingly, further representations have fallen to a trickle. UKBA was shamed by
the Court of Appeal in 2006 for their lack of “anxious scrutiny” when considering
further representations from refused asylum seekers (a case brought by a former Haslar
detainee who now has refugee status). UKBA appears to have found, at least for the
moment, the ideal solution.
On a related, but happier, note, we are delighted to have our Treasurer, John Bosco
Nyombi, safely back in the UK, flown back from Uganda shortly after our last AGM by
order of the High Court following his unlawful removal in September 2008. UKBA had
argued unsuccessfully in court that there was no point in bringing him back to the UK
because they were going to reject his further representations anyway. We are proud to
announce that John now has full refugee status.
At the start of 2009, in the teeth of a deep recession, our financial position was of some
concern as our three-year Lottery grant was coming to an end. I am very glad to say
that, as a result of the generosity of many, and the tremendous hard work of Anne
Dickinson, our new Co-ordinator, we have more than covered our outgoings for the
financial year, and we were able to recruit an Assistant Co-ordinator in September. Not
only that, we have already secured substantial sums toward our core funding for 2010
and 2011.
The feedback from our beneficiaries continues to show that we provide unique and vital
services which touch the lives of so many people.
On behalf of the trustees and staff, I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all our
donors, visitors, other volunteers and supporters who gave so generously of their money
and their time during a very challenging and rewarding 2009.

Mike Brown
Chairman
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Co-ordinator’s Report
Welcome back, John Bosco!
In last year’s annual report we outlined how
our Treasurer, John Bosco Nyombi, had been
removed from the UK. We are very pleased to
report that a Judicial Review found that his
removal was illegal and his return was ordered
by the High Court. Speaking at our visitors’
monthly meeting, John said, “It is a hard
situation to go through when you don’t have
relatives and friends or anyone to talk to. With
your history from home, you don’t know who
to talk to – who to be open to. If you are alone
and nobody supports you, you can’t do
anything”. He warmly thanked the group for
their hard work and support. John now has
refugee status in the UK. Within a few months
of this decision, Uganda announced a new
draft Anti-Homosexuality Bill including the
use of the death penalty for “aggravated
homosexuality”.
Haslar Immigration Removal Centre
There was an Inspection of Haslar by Her
Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons in April
2009. In general, the report commended Haslar
management and staff for a well-run and
reasonably safe environment. However,
significant failings remain. Excerpts from the
report are in italics below:
The unacceptable dormitory accommodation,
the lack of workshops and a care suite, and the
absence of email and internet access all
undermined some of the good work being
done. It is noticeable that, following recent
absconds, considerable amounts of money had
been found to strengthen physical security at
the centre. It is therefore all the more
inexcusable that investment to provide a safe
and decent environment was not forthcoming.
It [Haslar] has some of the least suitable
accommodation in the immigration detention
estate. Most detainees are held in dormitories,
with inadequate screening and no doors –
providing an environment that is extremely
stressful and potentially unsafe.
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Detainees in the centre still lacked a care suite
in which to hold vulnerable detainees, who
could be inappropriately held in the
separation unit.
Detainees received significantly fewer visits
than at most other centres, due to the distance,
cost and difficulty of making the journey to
Gosport.
Haslar's isolation was an obstacle to
obtaining legal representation, and between
70% and 80% of detainees arrived at the
centre without legal representation.
We found examples of people detained with
little prospect of removal, and some files
showed identical reviews over three to four
months. Some detainees had received no
reviews at all for several months.
Where there is no prospect of a detainee being
removed because his country of origin
declines to issue travel documents, the
caseworker should address any such
continued detention as a matter of law and
fact.
The ongoing detention of people with little or
distant prospect of removal continues.
Responding to questions in the House of
Commons on 1st February 2010 on how many
foreign national prisoners had been detained
under immigration powers in either
Immigration Removal Centres (IRCs) or
prison for over 12 months, Immigration
Minister, Phil Woolas, replied, “In 2009, for
an average month, approximately 550 foreign
national prisoners were detained in prison
beyond the end of their sentence. In addition,
for an average month, approximately 1,250
foreign national prisoners were detained in a
UK Border Agency Removal Centre and that
of these two cohorts, for an average month in
2009, approximately a fifth is likely to have
been detained for more than a year after the
end of their sentence. This detention will have
been in a prison, an IRC or a combination of
both.”

All Saints Asylum Drop-in Centre
The Home Office has been wading through a
backlog of old unresolved cases under the socalled “legacy” programme. This has resulted
in some of our drop-in attendees being granted
status to remain in the UK. Two of our very
faithful kitchen volunteers are amongst them,
and we wish them well in whatever their new
future may hold. Thank you, Amani and
Yenga, for the thousands of sandwiches you
have prepared with love and devotion. Yenga
tells his story on page 9.
Destitution Funds A new demand on our
purses has arisen through two separate issues.
People being granted Leave to Remain find
themselves being taken off the asylum system
and moved onto the benefits system. There is a
gap between one system finishing and the
other starting of at least six weeks. We
undertake as much as we can to help fill this
gap where people are utterly destitute.
We have also noticed an increased demand on
our purse for travel costs. A new system,
described as “Kafkaesque” by the Rt Hon
Clare Short MP, has been introduced for
asylum seekers wishing to submit fresh asylum
claims. In a debate in the House of Commons
on 7th December 2009, Clare Short remarked:
“I also believe that the £2 billion a year that
the Government spend running a large
bureaucracy designed to refuse as many cases
as possible could be much better spent
elsewhere. However, the inadequacies of the
international system do not excuse the way in
which people already in the UK are subjected
to a refusal to allow them to work, and given
very mean benefits which have recently been
cut further. As soon as their claims are
refused, all support is cut off. We therefore
have significant numbers of destitute,
homeless asylum seekers scattered throughout
our cities.
In order to receive hard case financial support
- which is also known as Section 4 support,
and is the only support of any kind that is
available to asylum seekers who have been
refused once - people must present their
applications to Liverpool, and the UK Border
Agency must validate their claims … There are
offices in Birmingham and other regions, but

people from Scotland, Dover, London, Bristol
and Birmingham must go to Liverpool if they
first applied before March 2007.
Moreover, there will be no interviews when
they get there. Papers are simply to be handed
over, and no interpreters are available … It is
impossible to understand the intentions behind
the new arrangements without concluding that
the ending of postal applications is simply
designed to make it more difficult to make an
application. This will inevitably increase
destitution and homelessness among this very
vulnerable group of people.”
Our volunteer Haslar Visitors and other
Volunteers I would like to take the
opportunity to put in writing our appreciation
of our visitors who have provided dedicated
service over the long haul. Those who have
visited and supported detainees over a
considerable number of years include Thelma
Percy, Chris Smithson, Anne Wales, Juanita
White and Rosemary Bartlett. People
volunteer in many different ways. Men can be
detained or arrested in what they stand up in,
and ask us for help in getting their belongings
to them. We liaise with their friends and
families and our volunteer, Mary George, in
order to get their belongings to them in Haslar.
Thank you, Mary, for the many kilos of
luggage you have lugged from Waterloo
Station to our offices.
Volunteers Jo Hunt and Coleen Le seemingly
can’t get enough of us, and it’s mutual! Coleen
worked with us for a few months on a parttime basis last year. Thank you, Coleen, for
your continuing dedication and faithful service
on a voluntary basis. Jo and Coleen each help
us one day a week in giving advice at the dropin centre in Portsmouth and they are both
Haslar visitors too. Our volunteers are the
backbone of this organisation and I would like
to extend our warmest thanks to ALL our
visitors for all of your unique contributions.
And finally… We now have two new
(recycled) desktop PCs, with flat screens to
boot! Many thanks to Computers for Charities
for this most welcome upgrade of our IT.

Anne Dickinson
Co-ordinator
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Treasurer’s Report

We started the year 2009 in some trepidation, wondering if there was life
beyond the end of the Big Lottery Fund grant which ended mid-year.
Happily, we ended this financial year with an overall increase in income of
£6,737. Our total payments in 2009 were £7,531 less than payments in
2008. These two sums, plus net receipts for 2008, give us the £14,509
recorded as net receipts for the year.
Of our total income of £93,730 in 2009 only 22% came from the Big
Lottery Fund. We have successfully diversified our income this year and
have received grants from the Allen Lane Foundation, the Henry Smith
Charity, the Norda Trust and the Truemark Trust. These five funders
combined made up 57.3% of our income in 2009. An additional and
welcome source of income has been the Mayor of Chichester’s fund which
accounts for 6.85% of our 2009 income. We would also like to note the
generosity of our loyal regular donors. Through their continued giving, we
were able to claim a further sum of £5,912 in Gift Aid which counted as
6.3% of our income.
On the outgoing side of the accounts, staffing costs and direct grants to
destitute asylum seekers were the two major source sources of expenditure.
Staffing costs were reduced for a number of months with there being no
Assistant Coordinator. However, with the accounts showing no decreases in
income, a new Assistant Co-ordinator, Gillian Norrie, was appointed in
September 2009. It is expected that our hard work in finding new income
streams will continue to bear fruit in the coming year.
Turning now to assets, we buy a number of mobile phones for loan to men
in Haslar. In the accounts for 2008 these were shown as assets. In this
year’s accounts the trustees have decided to write down the value of these
items to zero.
Our thanks are extended to Philip Hudson for his regular and thorough
preparation of our monthly accounts and his speedy expedition of our
annual accounts in good time for the publishing of this report.
John Bosco Nyombi
Treasurer
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Who are our clients?

Nationalities of the men we visited in Haslar in 2009
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India
Nigeria
Afghanistan
Eritrea
Algeria
Iraq
Sri Lanka
China
Iran
Ghana
Somalia
Pakistan
Palestine
Sierra Leone
Zimbabwe
others *

* In descending order: Jamaica , Cameroon, Congo, Gambia, Morocco, Bangladesh, Liberia, Sudan,
Colombia, Egypt, Nepal, Turkey, Uganda , USA, Angola, Botswana, Burma, Burundi, Ethiopia, Holland,
Jordon, Kenya, Kuwait, Macedonia, Malawi, Malaysia, Romania, Senegal, South Africa, Vietnam,
Yugoslavia, Zambia.

Nationalities of All Saints Drop-in clients in 2009
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Iraq
Zimbabwe
Sudan
Eritrea
Iran
Afghanistan
Congo
Algeria
Ethiopia
Palestine
South Africa
Angola
Nigeria
Pakistan
Cameroon
others *

* In descending order: Kenya, Syria, Egypt, Gambia, Liberia, Malawi, Somalia, Togo, Zambia, Bangladesh,
Botswana, Burundi, China, Ivory Coast, Lebanon , Morocco, Russia, Rwanda, Senegal, Sri Lanka , Tibet,
Turkey.
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The men we visit in
Haslar IRC

Immigration Detention

We visit men who have
just stepped out of the
back of a lorry.
We visit men whose
asylum claims have failed
and have been detained in
order to send them back
to their own countries.
We visit ex-FNP’s (Foreign
National Prisoners), that
is, men who have served
a prison sentence and
who have then been
detained under
immigration powers. A
large proportion of these
so- called FNP’s served
time in prison for “false
instrument” offences,
which in layman’s terms
means carrying false
documents.
We make no distinctions
between any of the men.
To us, they have all been
deprived of their liberty
without due judicial
process.
A report by the Institute
for Race Relations notes
that behind the media
stories the hidden reality
is that those “foreign
criminals” targeted for
deportation are less likely
to be serious crooks and
dangerous sexual
predators, and more likely
to be poor migrants and
asylum seekers arrested
for travelling on false
documents and working
illegally, or for other
administrative offences.
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DETAINEE VOICES
Ex detainee, detained 9 months, now
has Leave to Remain in the UK:
People are very low in mood and
depressed because of the uncertainty of
their situation. Distressing events occur
like deaths of your relatives and illness
of someone close to you and you can’t
even go and visit them at hospital. You
also become lazy and get physical pains
and relationships break up.
Long-term detention without knowing
what will happen, you lose hope and you
can’t look forward to think about the
future. Some people lose their education
and some get forced into deportation.
Developing arguments – everyone is
arguing in there. Then, when you get
released can’t cope with the outside
world because you have been
programmed.
Detainee:
The truth is, it’s torture because I’ve got
kids, I’ve got a mother I want to talk to
in my home country - they are worried
as well. I can say it’s torture AND it’s
like you get to eat what you don’t want
to eat. You don’t have a choice. Just not
being free, you know, free to do
anything. It’s not healthy, mentally it’s
not healthy.

Ex detainee, detained 17 months, case
still outstanding:
It looked like a reprieve at first, but as
you continue seeing events it is the same
thing. It’s run by the Prison Service. The
Home Office literally doesn’t do what it
is supposed to be doing. They didn’t give
me any documents, so after a couple of
months I complained.
A lot of people in there are
disadvantaged because they don’t speak
English. The only thing that kept me
going in there was my faith and the
visitors group. They gave me a sense of
belonging. I had friends in the UK but
none of them visited me there. The only
people who came to see me were from
the visitors group. They went out of their
way to find newspapers and reports from
home and bring them to me. They really
made me feel wanted. But a detention
centre is not a place for people, It’s a
place where you lose hope.
Detainee:
It’s not nice, it’s really, really bad. It’s a
horrible experience being in detent-ion.
Just being away from your family. That’s
the big thing, being away from your
family. For a long period of time.

Automatic
Deportation Orders
and the UNHCR
The UK Borders Act
2007 brought to the
criminal courts the
concept of automatic
deportation. Anyone
who is not a British
national and who
receives a sentence of
12 months or more is
automatically processed
for deportation.
UNHCR considers that
this automatic process
erodes the principle of
non-refoulement which
says that a refugee
should not be expelled
to a country where they
face persecution. Article
33(2) of the 1951
Refugee Convention
aims to protect the
security of the country
of refuge and allows for
return if the refugee in
question poses an
exceptional actual or
future threat.
Article 33(2) has always
been considered as a
measure of last resort,
justified only by an
exceptional threat.
Article 31(2) of the UK
Borders Bill fails to
make allowances for
this, providing as it
does for automatic
deportation for all those
imprisoned for longer
than 12 months.
Extracted from UNHCR,
London, June 2007

Haslar Visitors’ experiences
of visiting
Mike Brown (Chairman):
I had done prison visiting in the past,
but when I started visiting at Haslar
in 2004 it was much more
challenging. I was shocked, disgusted,
and scandalised to discover that my
government was incarcerating men
(and women and children) who had
committed no crime. The detainees
were suffering this imprisonment
simply because they were foreigners.
Six years on, my shame still outweighs
my efforts in support of detainees. It is
simply not acceptable in a civilised
society for any human being to be
deprived of their liberty for reasons
which amount to little more than
administrative convenience.
Chris Smithson:
I have always felt it was just right for
me. I have no difficulty in
conversation and I have been
encouraged because detainees would
thank me for taking the trouble to go
there and talk to them and were
amazed that I would go in there and
talk to them. A former detainee has
phoned me from Islamabad to wish me
a Merry Christmas and I have had
many phone calls over the years
thanking me. It has filled a gap in my
life and I hope I’m helping to fill a
gap in other people’s lives.

Kryssia Wall:
I am the daughter of an immigrant
and am sensitive to immigration
issues. There was no guarantee for my
father that he would be able to stay.
He told me how he had been
incarcerated in a nasty jail in Spain as
a suspected Communist. No-one knew
where he was. At Christmas, he
received a parcel from the Salvation
Army. He was elated that someone
knew where he was and someone had
reached out to him on a personal
level. It was addressed to him –
someone knew he existed. I LOVE
visiting and I look forward to it – I
have met some super people. For the
hour I’m with them I just focus on
them. It seems to work. I’ve been told
by one man that I made him feel like a
human being and the man I visit now
tells me that for the hour I’m visiting
he forgets that he’s in prison.

Financial cost
of detention
£ 120 per night
£ 840 per week
£ 43,860 per year
Source: House of Lords, 4th Feb 2010

“Decriminalise migration,” says the European Commissioner
for Human Rights. “Criminalising the irregular entry and
presence of migrants corrodes established international law
principles and causes many human tragedies without achieving
its purpose of genuine control. States have a legitimate interest
to control their borders, but criminalisation is a
disproportionate measure which causes further stigmatisation
and marginalisation of migrants. Immigration offences should
remain administrative in nature”.
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All Saints Drop-in advice centre

Ex health
detainee:
The mental
charity MIND reported
in November 2009 that:

“Restrictive policies on
healthcare, education,
accomm-odation,
welfare support and
employment are
functioning to socially
exclude and
marginalize refugees
and asylum seekers,
both exacerbating
existing mental health
problems and causing
mental distress.
Current government
policy is inherently
contradictory. On the
one hand mental health
policy recognises the
increased vulnerability
of asylum seekers and
refugees and the need
to support them.
On the other hand,
asylum and
immigration policy
creates an environment
which is having a
devastating impact on
the mental health, wellbeing and long-term
integration prospects of
refugees and asylum
seekers.”
Source:
‘A civilised society: Mental health
provision for refugees and asylum
seekers in England and Wales’
MIND 2009

HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE SERVICES PROVIDED AT
THE ALL SAINTS DROP-IN ADVICE CENTRE:
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A welcoming community space
Assistance with getting prescription exemption
Emergency dentist appointments and help with doctor registration
Liaison with benefits agencies – Asylum Support (asylum seekers), Job
Centre and Tax Credits (refugees)
Signposting as appropriate to other agencies, eg. housing, legal advice
Liaison with the Home Office
Explain the meaning of various papers and forms and actions required
Destitution support
Lunch, fruit and tea and coffee

OUR CLIENTS
The people attending
our drop-in service
are from all walks of
life from all over the
world.

All Saints Drop-in advice centre
Kitchen Manager
Yenga Ikuse

High profile professionals amongst our
clientele include an
agronomist (Yenga,
pictured left), a
radiologist, an airline
pilot, a female doctor
who trained in the
USSR for seven years,
a mathematician,
people who were
sports stars in their
home country, and a
draftswoman.
We also have nurses,
teachers, housewives, mothers,
builders, students and
village bakers.
One of our clients who
got permission to stay
in the UK has now
started his own
charity promoting
community cohesion
and social inclusion
through sport.

It’s not easy being an asylum
seeker!
You leave everything behind, and run
somewhere you think you are going to feel
safe. I’m from Congo. There is war there
and there is still war there. To leave
everything - my family, my country - it
was difficult. I didn’t have an alternative.
When I arrived in UK, I didn’t choose
England to seek asylum, but somebody
helped me so I had to apply myself. I was
happy because here there was no war, and
even today there is peace here and it was
my first time that people ask questions
about my life, about my parents and my
relatives, and why I left my country and by
answering them, I thought they can think
about what they can do for me.
They gave me accommodation and support
for almost one year and then they rejected
me and stopped my support. I became
destitute, without support or
accommodation. So thank God that Haslar
Visitors Group rescued me and gave me
hope. Without any support or any money,
life is not easy.
I have some friends, but to live in friends’
accommodation for almost 5 years is
difficult. You have to be a really good

friend for them to support you. You
need to be strong inside; if not, you
become crazy like a foolish man. It
is not easy; you need to look for
somewhere to sleep. Someone will
take you for one week or one month
or two days. You are scared; you
don’t know when they are going to
arrest you; you need to be a bit
clandestine. You never know if you
are going to go to detention.
I didn’t just sit down. I was going to
college and learning English. I
started from ground zero with basic
English. I have been volunteering
since 2006 because by that time I
could speak and read English. It’s
like doing exercise because I can’t
just sit at home watching telly. I
gave myself to help people and
interpreting and translating and by
cleaning and preparing food for
clients that come and seek service.
Since then until today I’m still doing
the same things and preparing food
for everyone.
It is helpful because we meet people
from different backgrounds and
countries and we become like
friends. Iraq, Angola, all of us who
run away from our original family,
we become like family. I can meet
people here and talk to them and
discuss our life.
They are getting the service and they
are happy because they don’t speak
English, but coming here and
bringing their forms. They don’t
understand the papers they are
reading – they need someone who
can read and write in English. For
them it is helpful.
But thank God I survived and
they gave me the immigration
papers, and now I can work and
study. It is a new beginning now.
Thank you for all the support.
I really appreciate it!
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HASLAR VISITORS GROUP – SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31/12/2009
Unrestricted
funds
-

Restricted
funds
£ 5,912

2009

2008

£ 5,912

£ 4,706

£ 9,422

£ 57,026

£ 66,448

£ 61,017

£ 12,449

-

£ 12,449

£ 8,421

-

£ 8,911

£ 8,911

£ 12,753

£ 10

-

£ 10

96

£ 21,881

£ 71,849

£ 93,730

£ 86,993

Destitute Asylum Seekers

£ 3,022

£ 16,131

£ 19,153

£ 19,616

Drop-in costs

£ 4,000

£ 4,131

£ 8,131

£ 4,480

Mobile phone costs

£ 35

£ 1,683

£ 1,718

£ 725

Volunteer Expenses

£ 274

£ 359

£ 633

£ 775

-

£ 115

£ 115

£ 200

£ 7,331

£ 22,419

£ 29,750

£ 25,796

£ 14,172

£ 25,122

£ 39,294

£ 49,158

Office and sundry costs

£ 873

£ 9,304

£ 10,177

£ 10,791

Purchase of Equipment

-

-

-

£ 1,007

TOTAL PAYMENTS

£ 22,376

£ 56,845

£ 79,221

£ 86,752

Net receipts for the year

£ (495)

£ 15,004

£ 14,509

£ 241

Bank accounts at 01/01/2009

£ 7,638

£ 264

£ 7,902

£ 7,661

Bank accounts

£ 7,143

£ 15,268

£ 22,411

£ 7,902

INCOME
Gift Aid recovered
Grants and donations
General Fund
Destitution Appeal
Bank Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS

DIRECT CHARITABLE EXPENDITURE

Subscriptions

OTHER EXPENDITURE
Staff costs

OUR THANKS TO OUR FUNDERS: Big Lottery Fund, Norda Trust, Allen
Lane Foundation, Henry Smith Charity, Churches Homeless Action, Truemark
Trust, Greggs Foundation, Jill Franklin Trust and the Mayor of Chichester’s Fund.
Special thanks to all our individual and other donors and to our loyal supporters
who help us with a regular monthly donation.
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HASLAR VISITORS GROUP STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31/12/2009
2009
CURRENT ASSETS
Restricted Funds
General Purpose Funds

2008

£ 15,268
£ 7,638
£ 7,143
£ 264
£ 22,411
£ 7,902

DEBTORS

£ 531

£ 607

LIABILITIES

£ Nil

£ 200

OTHER ASSETS (non endowed)

£ 868

£ 2,090

The full set of independently examined and signed accounts for the year can
be obtained on request from Haslar Visitors Group.
REGISTERED ADDRESS
Haslar Visitors Group, All Saints Centre, Commercial Road, Portsmouth PO1 4BT
Telephone: 023 9283 9222. Co-ordinator: Anne Dickinson
Email: coordinator@haslarvisitors.org.uk Website: www.haslarvisitors.org.uk
GOVERNING DOCUMENT Constitution adopted 18th January 2000
PATRONS The Rt Hon the Earl of Sandwich, Lomana Trésor Lua Lua
TRUSTEES 2009 Mike Brown (Chairman), John Bosco Nyombi (Treasurer),
Frances Pilling, Jane Christie, Michael Woolley, Fadi Hindi
AIMS OF THE CHARITY
Purposes for which the charity is established: Relief of immigrants or refugees who are
suffering hardship or distress or are in need, with particular reference, but without limiting the
generality of the foregoing, to those who are imprisoned or detained by the Immigration
Services of the United Kingdom whether in Holding Centres, Detention Centres, Prisons or
Police Stations. There have been no changes in the aims since the charity was registered.
GOVERNANCE
The Charity is managed by an Executive Committee, consisting of the Trustees of the charity,
which meets every two months. Day-to-day management is exercised by the salaried
Co-ordinator, Anne Dickinson, and Assistant Co-ordinator, Gillian Norrie.
PUBLIC BENEFIT STATEMENT
The trustees have paid due regard to the guidance issued by the Charity Commission in 2008
on Public Benefit.
a) Haslar Visitors Group has relieved poverty through the provision of payment to meet
particular needs, granting of allowances to destitute clients for limited periods and
assistance with travelling expenses.
b) Haslar Visitors Group has provided befriending services to poor and vulnerable clients in
IRC Haslar and elsewhere.
c) Public benefit has also been served in the education of both or visitors and the general
public, through lectures, presentations and discussions.
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People need your support
Here’s how you can help
DONATE

VOLUNTEER

We are very grateful for all
donations. We spend all money
wisely to help people like those
highlighted in this report.

If you have some spare time you
may consider volunteering. Our
volunteer visitors are central to the
support the charity gives to
detainees. People who are detained
If you can afford a standing order
often have no other contact with the
with gift aid that would be especially outside world and feel completely
helpful, as it provides the certainty
forgotten. Volunteering can be
of a regular income.
extremely rewarding as a new
challenge and an opportunity to
To make a standing order please use make a real difference in someone’s
the multi-purpose form below and
life. If you’d like to find out more
fill in the relevant sections.
about volunteering opportunities,
please contact us on 023 9283 9222,
Your generosity really will touch the or email:
lives of others.
gillian@haslarvisitors.org.uk

LEAVE A
LASTING LEGACY
Remembering Haslar Visitors Group
in your will can make a lasting
difference by affording us the
security to go on helping to relieve
the financial hardship, isolation and
distress of asylum seekers and
immigration detainees. If you are
kind enough to think of Haslar
Visitors in your will, please
remember that needs change and it is
important to request that “the money
is to be used at the absolute
discretion of the Trustees”. If you
need further information, please
contact us on 023 9283 9222.

HASLAR VISITORS GROUP
Register Charity number 1080187

Name ______________________________________
Address ____________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
Contact number ______________________________
Email ______________________________________
Gift Aid Certificate
Donations from taxpayers are supplemented by a grant
from the treasury. The charity will make the claim. We
just need the donor to sign below to confirm that they
are a UK taxpayer.
I am a UK taxpayer and claim gift aid on this and all
future donations.

Standing Order
To the Manager: please pay Haslar Visitors Group the
sum below by standing order until further notice.
Haslar Visitors Group account details are:
Lloyds TSB: Sort code 30-99-20 A/c no. 00985875
Monthly amount in figures_£________and in words:
__________________________________________
Date of first payment: ________________________
Bank and branch address: _____________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Account name: _____________________________

Signed ____________________________________
date: ___________________
Please return this form to: Haslar Visitors Group,
All Saints Centre, Commercial Road, Portsmouth PO1 4BT

12

Sort Code: _________________________________
Account Number: ___________________________
Signature: ___________________________________

Outer wall of
Haslar Immigration
Removal Centre

