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We are delighted to announce that the ex-Haslar
detainee whose artwork (left) was featured on
our Annual Report front cover for 2011, has, as we
go to press, been awarded refugee status and is
waiting for his paperwork to come through.

On our front cover this year we have Yusuf Kromah, originally from Liberia.
He is shown in August 2012, having just become a British citizen.

Chairman’s Message
Visitors and our coordinator, Anne, have again worked hard all year to provide the maximum
support to detainees in Haslar and to those who attend our drop-in at All Saints.
2012 has been a bit of a rollercoaster year in the office. In the spring we had to reduce Gillian’s
hours due to very tight finances. Gillian quickly found a full time job, which she needed, in care
for disabled people, an area in which she was already very interested. We were very sad to
lose her, but fully understood her decision. Our student placement, Sam, agreed to stay with us
temporarily after her placement ended. She also left in October, to go travelling the world with
her new husband. We wish them all very well for the future. So Anne has been on her own and
one of the priorities of the new year is to rectify that situation.
With new management in Haslar, a changing ethnic mix, many with little English, Haslar issuing
mobile phones and our own reduced resources another priority is to try new ways of making
contact with detainees.
The drop-in continues to be very well used and appreciated thanks to the team of volunteers
who staff it. We are most grateful to them. They are the essential core of this, regrettably now
unique, service.
The greatest challenge remains ongoing finance and this is unlikely to change. At end
December 2012, we are in a slightly better position than a year before, but we need to expand
into new areas of local fundraising. Is there anyone out there who is prepared to run 10k, a half
marathon or even a marathon, to take part in a cycling or walking event to raise funds? Or does
anyone have other ideas, which he/she is prepared to organise?
Finally, I must thank most sincerely, Anne for her tremendous commitment and endless hard
work, the trustees for their support and guidance, all our visitors and volunteers for commitment
and understanding, all our supporters for their generous support and commitment, and those
charitable trusts that continue to fund us. Please continue through 2013. Without you all the
Visitors Group could not exist and many detainees and desperate people in Portsmouth would
lose an essential lifeline.

John Bingham
February 2013
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Co-ordinator’s Report
from another person who had
we have new British citizen,
been sold as a boy and ended up Yusuf Kromah originally from
We are all in it together?
Liberia. Not that long ago, he
It has been a very tough year. A in captivity in Saudi Arabia and
was
forced
to
be
a
camel
jockey.
was
receiving destitution support
number of trusts and foundations
from us. He got Leave to Remain
are closing their funds and with
Yet
amidst
these heartbreaking and was briefly on Jobseekers
statutory funds being cut across
stories, there is the joy and
Allowance before getting a part
all sectors, the competition
immense privilege of being there time job which later led to a
for funds is fierce. Amidst this
and
making a difference. On
full time post. The old myth of
environment, our clients are often
pages 8-9 trustee and visitor
coming here to take our benefits
the first to face cuts.
Bryony Whitmarsh describes the
couldn’t be further from the
long struggle of Uche Nnabuite
truth. Most people have never
Regretably, under the cloud
whom she visited and for whom
even heard of benefits before
of reduced hours, our Assistant
she
undertook
to
advocate
for
coming
here. The fact is that
Coordinator Gillian Norrie advised
most of our clients find it hard to
that although she was very happy above and beyond the call of
duty.
be denied the dignity of being self
in her work, she had to also
supporting.
consider other options. To my
dismay for us at HVG, she got the
Each relationship is different
Another of our drop-in clients
very first job she applied for. Our and we as visitors are called upon
finally, after 10 long years got
student placement at the time,
in very different ways in each of
Leave to Remain. At the time
Sam Tomlinson, stayed on part
these relationships. However,
of
getting his papers he was
time until taking off for travels
as Coordinator, I have no doubt
homeless in the depth of winter
in Asia. Since mid September
that the vast majority of our
and
was sneaking into and
however, there has only been me interactions are appreciated and
as a staff member. I must extend valued. Sometimes however, our sleeping in a shed at night and
was getting food and subsistence
my thanks to Gillian for two and
interactions can mean so much
support
from us. He was asking
a half years of very faithful and
more. We have an understanding
me “if I went to Haslar and gave
dedicated service. Sam also
of UK systems and can access
myself
up, would they take me
was dedicated both as a student
people and records that detainees
in”.
placement and as an employee.
with no phone credit can’t, as
Our thanks and best wishes to
Bryony’s account will show. This
Now, laughing and crying all
them both.
help and support can be critical
at once, with his new papers he
for a detainee.
proclaimed
“you know the Willy
Being Coordinator of HVG.
Wonka
movie
– the boy who got
All Saints Drop-in Centre
Just as I think well, in terms
the golden ticket – well, that’s
of the inhumanities humans are
Portsmouth.
me.
I feel like the boy who got
capable of, I have probably heard
At the All Saints drop-in centre
the golden ticket.” He got a job
it all by now, someone new comes for refugees and asylum seekers
in
a hotel kitchen and his creative
along and tells me about their life in Portsmouth, I have been in
streak was spotted by a chef and
and their ordeals. Just recently,
post long enough now to have
all in the same day, I heard from a been with people over a long time he is now a training to be a chef.
person who had their feet literally frame and seen them through
nailed to the floor (yes – a nail
some agony and ecstacy.
hammered in through the foot
On the front cover this year
and into the wooden floor) and
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Tragic and needless deaths

In 2012, amidst rumours of the
end of the world – the world did
end for some. In Westminster a
child died. The family had just
received papers but tragically in
the transition onto mainstream
state support, the child became
malnourished and died. I am
proud that at HVG we have a
destitution fund which helps to
cover such gaps.
On 30th October 2012, Prince
Ofusu from Ghana was found
dead at Harmondsworth IRC.
Fellow Ghanaian detainees wrote
a statement alleging ill treatment.
Meanwhile, accounts of the
death of Muhammad Shukat from
Pakistan who died in detention
in 2011 have been released. See
page 10.

The importance of friends
and visitors.

I came across a man in
detention who said he had sold
his land in his home country to
come here. UKBA had discovered
his money and suspecting illicit
activity, applied to a civil Court
to seize his money (civil process
= no legal aid available). He
denied any wrongdoing and was
categorical he wished to go to
Court and answer for the money.
In spite of his protestations, he
was removed from the UK a few
days before the hearing.
They said he could appoint a
solicitor to represent him. But
as they held his money, he was
unable to do that.

I agreed to go to Court and
try to give his side of the story
but emphasized I was not a legal
rep and could not take on that
job. Nonetheless, the Court was
curious as to why I was there and
the defendant was not. Article 6
of the Human Rights Act asserts
the right to a fair trial. The court
felt that he should have been
there to answer for himself and
the end result was that the man
and his money will be reunited.
The moral of the story is never
underestimate the value of
a friendly gesture. I remain
immensely proud of the huge
amount of friendly gestures that
our volunteers and supporters
continue to make, each in our
unique way.
We have been reaching
out in new ways and in 2012
participated in three new
community events. We jointly
hosted a World Food Night
Event. We participated in the
Multicultural Day hosted by
the National Museum of the
Royal Navy and the Portsmouth
Salvation Army Band held a
benefit concert for us. Thanks
to everyone who participated,
volunteered, attended and helped
to make these events special.

World Food Night

Drop-In Christmas Party

And finally, we upgraded
ourselves and have in 2012
improved our website significantly
and are also on facebook. Thanks
to Bryony Whitmarsh and Tessa
Waite for their media help.

Anne Dickinson
February 2013

Multicultural Day
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Treasurer’s Report
Our financial position at the end of 2012 is significantly better than at the end of 2011.
We are very pleased that we ended the year with almost 2.5 times the balance we had at
the end of 2011.
We will continue to make as many applications for charity funds as possible, but the
climate remains very difficult. We need to diversify our search for funds and to make
use of local events. As the Chairman has noted earlier, we would be happy to hear from
anyone who is prepared to take part in any sort of local event and donate the profits or
sponsorship money to the Visitors Group. Any volunteers?
We are most grateful to those Charitable Trusts and Foundations that continue to
support us and hope they will continue to do so. We are also very grateful to Philip
Hudson for his invaluable assistance in preparing our accounts.

John Bosco Nyombi
Treasurer
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Services we provided in 2012
All Saints Drop-In Centre
Our drop –in advice centre is more
than just an advice centre. It is also a
place where asylum seekers, refugees
and others can meet and make
friends. A place to enhance social
life and find good company. The
graph to the right shows the number
of attendances for 2012, giving a
breakdown on the type of advice/
intervention given.
Haslar IRC
This year we began documenting
the detention experience of 19
detainees. The evidence shows how
visitors bear witness to the demands
that detention puts on individuals and
how the relationship progresses over
time.
The graph to the right shows an
example of “visiting engagement”
scores given by a visitor. The visitor
also added commentary which
described how the detainee was
initially “still too suspicious to open
up, we are working on it!” and how
later on, the detainee suffered the
loss of a loved one which “set him
back a bit”. This goes some way to
explaining the perceived fluctuations
in the engagement with each visit.
Coordinators visit detainees for
the first time and then pass on to
a volunteer visitor. Every detainee
is different, with different coping
mechanisms. Most importantly
visitors mostly noted an increase
in engagement as the relationship
progressed or if a decrease was noted
accounts of the reasons for this were
discussed. Both observations are
equally valid. There is no right or
wrong score and the feedback is used
for us to monitor detainee welfare.

Destitution

A parliamentary enquiry led by Sarah Teather, a former children’s ministser
has concluded that the support systems for asylum seekers is in urgent need of
reform. The inquiry found evidence of children being left destitute and homeless,
without state support, and forced to rely on food parcels. Those on the lowest
rate of support receive their allowance on a pre-paid card (which can only be
used in designated shops) and do not receive any cash payments. “It would be
hard to argue that this is humane,” Teather said. “Leaving children and their
families with no money to catch a bus, make a phone call or buy basic goods
seems senseless. “The enquiry was also very critical of the frequency of moves
at the whim of the system. “What most concerned the panel was the host of
problems encountered by children and families in the asylum-support system who
are moved with no regard to their education, relationships, health or home life”
the report concluded.
Source http://guardian.co.uk/uk/2013/jan/30/asylum-support-families-severe-poverty
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Visitor Experiences
W

hen I started visiting in April
2010, I did not realise what
an impact it would have on my
life. The first person that I visited,
Uche Nnabuife, is a fun-loving,
peaceful man from Nigeria who
fled when he suffered persecution for being openly gay.
When I
first met
Uche in
the visits
hall at
Haslar
IRC, he
had been
in detention for
several
months, following a prison sentence for a drugs related offence
and was therefore subject to an
automatic deportation order.
Uche admitted that he is gay to
the British authorities for the first
time when he claimed asylum
whilst in prison. Many gay African
men talk about the shame that
they feel in coming out in this
way and for Uche it took the terrifying prospect of return to the
country where he was tortured
to persuade him to open up. His
first claim for asylum was rejected
that spring and an appeal hearing
was held in early July 2010, which
I attended and to my surprise was
asked to give evidence. At this
point Uche was paying for a private solicitor, but when his appeal
was turned down, he was unable
to afford it and a fellow detainee helped Uche to complete his
subsequent appeals. When these
were unsuccessful, he received
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his first set of removal directions
in Dec 2010.
It was about this time that I
realised that Uche had no-one
else and with his agreement, and
following the suggestion of an
experienced campaigner, I started
to raise awareness of Uche’s case
by both writing a summary of his
position and sending it around
to any interested parties. I was
fortunate to be passed the details
of Hani Zubeidi from Fadiga & Co,
who advised me to help Uche to
gather enough new evidence to
lodge a fresh claim for asylum.
Hani offered to take on the case
from this point, knowing that the
claim would be rejected. He was
true to his word and a Judicial
Review (JR) prevented Uche’s
removal and granted us the time
to gather further evidence for
another fresh claim.

freely for the first time is a precious memory that I’ll always
carry with me.
Uche had several further rejections from UKBA throughout this
period, all deftly managed by his
solicitors. This all takes its toll on
him, yet the main objective was
to get him a second ‘day in court’,
which came and went (due to a
lack of interpreter), and came
again on Friday 4th December
2012. I spent time ‘phoning round
his friends to cajole and ensure
that everyone was on their way
(this was necessary each time).

Giving evidence was more
nerve-wracking than I remembered, it is like any pressurised
situation – you never say everything that you want to say and
you later remember all the things
you wanted to include. The hearing itself, aside from being deadly
A second set of removal diserious and quite terrifying, also
rections came in April 2011 and
had moments of hilarity – Uche’s
he was taken to Gatwick airport
ex-boyfriends and partners all givbefore a second JR was granted – ing evidence, one after the other
this was a heart-stopping moment about their relationships with
and I can still distinctly remember him, being asked to reveal incredwhen I got through to Uche on
ibly personal details about their
the ‘phone at 2am and knew that sex-lives. When the court re-conhe was safe.
vened after lunch and the judge
informed Uche that the court
I wrote an article forThinkAfand the UKBA had conceded that
ricaPress.com to keep up awarehe is gay, there was a round of
ness of Uche’s case (on his reapplause from Uche’s friends in
quest) and between the autumn
attendance.
of 2010 and October 2011, Uche
applied for bail 4 times before it
Uche received the court’s deciwas granted on 12 October 2011. sion a week and a half later. He is
still waiting for his papers, but has
Uche and I meet regularly in
already been able to start looking
London and seeing him walking
forward. Bryony Whitmarsh

Importance of
supporting friends and
family
Without them,
Uche would not have
been successful in his
claim for asylum. This
is evidenced by the
rejection of his first
appeal, attended only by
one friend and myself.
In contrast, 11 people
attended his successful
hearing (including
myself) and 14 gave
evidence. Initially, many
didn’t understand the
severity of the situation
and trusted that justice
would prevail without
them. Some faced
practical difficulties in
attending court hearings,
most were unsure how
to compile a written
statement and were not
familiar enough with his
case to be sure of what
to include. All were fed
up with the length of
the proceedings and
the long periods of
inactivity. I was able to
build up trust by keeping
everyone informed with
what was happening.
This enabled me to
support people when
they had their own
doubts about how to act
Publicity
I wrote to everyone I
could think of, including
open letters to national
newspapers, some of
which were published.

Whilst the publicity gave
Uche a certain sense
of security, the risks of
sharing his story became
all too apparent, firstly
when a newspaper
article appeared in
Nigeria threatening Uche
with ‘jungle justice’
on his return. Fellow
Nigerian detainees also
harassed Uche after
discovering his sexuality
online (in Brook House).
Ask questions about the
best course of action
and share information
where appropriate
This became apparent
to me when I discussed
with Gillian and Anne
the torture that Uche
suffered in Nigeria and
the way it had been
seemingly not taken
into account. Either no
rule 35 had been raised
or if it had, it had not
been acted upon. I was
surprised that they
were not aware of this,
but of course it makes
sense that as a visitor,
you are often the person
who knows most about
the detainee that you
are visiting. They then
arranged for Medical
Justice to visit Uche and
a full medical report
was carried out which
became an important
piece of evidence, as it
supported his credibility.
Connecting people
During the first Judicial

Review, the judge was
not satisfied with the
quality of one of the
copies provided. I had
to hide on the staircase
in the midst of a 5th
birthday party to ‘phone
one of Uche’s friends
and cajole them to
travel half way across
London to scan the
document in an internet
café asap. I could then
relay his progress to
Uche’s solicitor who was
dealing with the judge.
Be prepared. When
things move, they move
fast
It is easy for a detainee/
ex-detainee to feel
relaxed when nothing is
happening, which can
be for months at a time.
My advice would be for
people to use the time
wisely and to take expert
advice to pre-empt
what is coming next.
Gathering evidence is
very time consuming.
Don’t assume anything,
check everything
This was something
I learnt when I saw
how the smallest
discrepancies in
statements made
all the difference to
Uche’s case. Probably
the most ominous
occasion was after
Uche claimed asylum in
December 2010. I now
can’t remember why I

‘phoned UKBA to check
that the application had
been received. But I
can still remember the
sinking feeling when I
realised that they had no
record of it, that there
was just one person in
the office on a Friday
evening and that they
were planning to go
home in the next 10
minutes.
Bail
Many visitors will have
experienced the sheer
grind of the process, the
disappointment both on
behalf of the detainee
and those supporting
them. BID South are
fantastic and can offer
clear advice on bail
applications – in Uche’s
case BID were able to
apply for bail on his
behalf, and it was this
application, not those
from his solicitor that
was successful.
Keep informed
There have been
times where I have felt
that had I known more,
I could have helped
earlier, and perhaps
more effectively. Every
time I have attended
an event run by the
Haslar Visitors Group,
I have always left with
information that has
been useful.
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Detainee Voices
Dying in Detention

Abdul Khan pressed the
emergency button again. It was
after 6 am and his roommate
Muhammad Shukat was groaning
in agony, clenching his chest,
and sweating profusely. He had
collapsed for the second time that
morning. Nursing staff came in,
unlocked the door to the small
window-less room, picked Shukat
up, put him back in his bed, took
his temperature, administered
medication, and left the room.
After three separate similar visits
by nursing staff and ten different
frantic calls of the emergency
button by 19-year-old immigration
detainee Khan, an ambulance was
called at about 7:20am - nearly
2 hours after Khan’s initial call
for help. Paramedics attempted
to resuscitate Shukat but the
47-year-old was pronounced dead
on arrival to hospital. His body
was flown from the UK back to his
family in Pakistan.
This was Kahn’s account of a tragic
morning at Colnbrook Immigration and
Removal Centre, Middlesex, UK, at an
inquest in 2012.

Torture and detention (Rule 35)

In the past year, concern has
risen about asylum seekers
with a history of torture being
unnecessarily detained. This
contravenes Rule 35 of the 2001
Detention Centre Rules. A report
by Medical Justice – a charity
that supports the health rights of
immigration detainees – published
in May 2012 , states that “Rule
35, which should prevent torture
victims being locked up in all
but very exceptional cases, is
routinely flouted”. “It [Rule 35]
sounds wonderful in principle
but is blatantly and repeatedly

not working in practice to
protect vulnerable people from
detention” said Juliette Cohen, of
the organisation Freedom from
Torture.
The Lancet.Time in detention. Vol.381,
Issue 9860 Jan 13

“I saw David Cameron in India on
TV last night. He was saying come
to UK – we will give you a visa in 24
hours. A visa in 24 hours is NOT the
problem. I came here – I had a visa. I
went to British High Commission and
they saw the admission letter from
the UK college and my English exam
result. They gave me a visa. When
I arrived, it was on a weekend day.
They didn’t let me pass and wanted
to interview me and said they must
call my college to check. They called
my college and no-one answered and

it is alright, then I believe him. The
legal advisor says that they can’t take
my case without an offer letter to
study at an approved college. I don’t
have my money back from the first
college. I am wasting my time and
my life and I have agreed just to go
back.
I have known of people who had
similar situations to me and they go
home and have debt and did not
achieve the dream of their college
education. Sometime families sell
their land to help their children get
an education and when they go back
with nothing, they feel shame and
are burdened with debt and commit
suicide. I came with a visa and I go
back with a financial loss. You can
tell David Cameron we don’t want his
visa.” Indian detainee

Breaking News
An 84yr old Canadian man, Alois Dvorzac, has died after
becoming ill at Harmondsworth IRC.
Read more: Eric Allison, guardian.co.uk, 19/02/13
they told me that the college doesn’t
answer and it must be closed and they
can’t allow me and I must go back. I
had paid £5,000 to the college. I told
them give me back my £5,000 and I
will go back. They kept me there for
five hours and interviewed me three
times. Then one of them comes in
and says “Okay, you can go.” They
never apologised to me for wasting
my time.
About two months later, my
college got blacklisted. Now with no
college to go to, is this my fault ???
So I went to my Uncle’s place and
he asked me to help him in his shop.
He said it would be okay because
he is not paying me anything. They
arrested me and now they have me
in detention and tell me I am not a
legitimate student. I had a UK citizen
tell me it would be okay. I don’t know
your law and if a UK citizen tells me

“I am completely lost. I’m in a
prison. The IMB said I’m not in
a prison. I think prison is better
because in prison you did something
wrong and in prison you know when
you are getting out. I just want to be
safe. I can’t say Afghanistan is my
country because I’m not safe there.
(becomes tearful).”
18 year old Afghani detainee

“I can’t even describe to you what
detention is like. You know like when
you are boiling water and as you heat
the water, then there are bubbles
coming. This is how it feels. In your
mind its like the bubbles are there
and are coming up. It is so stressful.
You are so scared for being sent back
and also so scared that your mind
will boil and you will get damage.”
Ex detainee

Real Lives
Love, Pride and Prejudice

Ms Z and Mr G’s story.
Told by Ms Z.
e have had our love story
from 9 years when we are
in the school together. My family
are a traditional and wealthy family
who have very strict rules. Women
should not go out, must wear
traditional hejab and not be highly
educated, and not go to school
where there are boys. I was very
strong minded and I fought to go to
school and to University. He asked
my family for my hand but they
refused. He was liberal, he listened
to music and he was poor.

W

Upon completing school, he started
work in an electrical business. One
day the police came to the shop
and began taking some stuff from
inside the store room. He had never
been in the store room, he had only
worked outside with the customers.
The police said that the man he was
working with was a spy (Editors note:
from a wealthier neighbouring country)

and they had evidence of this from
the computer they had taken. They
accused him of also being a spy.
They took him to prison for a month,
smashed his head against the wall,
and beat him so much that he was
vomiting blood.
I couldn’t get a contact with him
in the prison but after he got out,
I speak with him and his sister.
He was now in hospital, he had
stopped speaking and was having
a lot of endoscopy because he had
cuts inside his tummy and had a
lot of pain in his head. And he had
psychologic medicine because he
was in such fear. He was terrified of
everything he saw – especially the
police because he had suffered so
much. He had been released on

condition that he had to report at
the police station regularly and was
kept under surveillance.
He asked my family for my hand
again. They refused saying now we
have evidence this man is no good.
I started University and I was not
allowed to go alone there. I would
go in one entrance and I used to
run from the University through
another gate and go to meet
him. I took books from the library
to read at home and I did well in
exams, so nobody knew. But I had
some relations with him outside of
marriage and became pregnant. I
knew the result of that if my family
knew it will be terrible.
On a previous occasion when they
had seen him go by in his car they
had beaten me, saying I was in the
window. They beat me, put me in
my room and pulled my hair and not

to leave the country without
permission. His Aunty was not
happy and was screaming at him
when he came there with me but
her husband was a good man and
got an Imam to marry us and found
an agent to help us.
Even though I am married now, I
was not married when I conceived
a child. In traditional thinking, the
child is a child of the devil and they
will kill the child, the man and the
woman because they did what was
not good.
Since we arrived in UK its been
almost two years. My husband
is so slim and still has pain and is
suffering from the trauma and is
scared of anyone coming from our
country, he is scared of UKBA and
that they might return us, he can’t
work and give us a gift and he feels
down all the time. I try to give my

“Before I felt I was strong but sometimes now I cry so
much and I feel I don’t have anyone here”
gave me any food. So I had no one
to help me. In spite of all this, I still
felt that I love him and want to see
him. I told him I am pregnant and
I don’t know what to do, because
I know if my family will know, they
will kill me. They had told me that
if they see him even they would kill
me. Especially as I have relation
without marriage, the tradition is
that an honour killing to keep the
family reputation would be the
course of action they would take.
He had an Aunty in a neighbouring
country and we went there. We had
two troubles now, my family would
kill me and my baby and also that
he had not told the police he was
leaving and he was not supposed

baby everything and my husband
is sick all the time, sometimes I
don’t find time for myself, I am in a
terrible situation.
The judge here in UK said how can I
run away from University to be with
a man, and I was surprised because I
thought that they should look to see
if our life is in danger and not to look
at me in this way.
The good thing I have is that I have
a husband who lets me go out and
just calls to see if I am okay. I don’t
like the life we have where
we are still in fear, there is
so much stress, we cannot
provide for our child and
our future is uncertain.
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Summary of Accounts for the year
ended 31/12/2012
INCOME

Unrestricted
funds

Restricted
funds

2012

2011

£8,565

£3,373

£11,938

£-

Grants and donations

£28,692

£37,139

£65,831

£63,647

General Fund

£14,561

£-

£14,561

£12,388

-

£4,819

£4,819

£6,257

£15

-

£15

£12

£45,331 £97,164

£82,304

Gift Aid recovered

Destitution Appeal
Bank Interest

TOTAL RECEIPTS

£51,833

DIRECT CHARITABLE EXPENDITURE
Destitute Asylum Seekers

£41

£11,055

£11,096

£15,761

£967

£2,489

£3,456

£4,405

Mobile phone costs

£-

£715

£715

£2,497

Volunteer Expenses

£193

£318

£511

£1,053

£80

£-

£80

£80

Staff costs

£29,349

£14,385

£43,734

£54,298

Office and sundry costs

£33,870

£4,500

£9,021

£9,675

Purchase of equipment

£-

£-

£-

Net receipts for the year

£16,682

£(11,869)

£28,551

£(5,620)

Bank accounts as at 01/01/2012

£20,892

£(800)

£20,092

£25,712

Bank accounts

£37,574

£11,069

£48,643

£20,092

Drop-in costs

Subscriptions

OTHER EXPENDITURE

TOTAL PAYMENTS

OUR THANKS TO OUR DONORS
Abel Trust, Allen Lane Foundation, AVID, Community Development Foundation, J P Getty Jnr
Charitable Trust, Henry Smith Charity, Norda Trust, Oakdale Trust, Refugee Action, Souter
Trust, Sports Relief (via HIWCF), Stewardship Fund, and UIA Charitable Trust. Special thanks
are also due to our individual and other donors and to our loyal supporters who help us
with a regular monthly donation. All the work we do would not be possible without your
support and goodwill. Thank you all.

Statement of Assets and Liabilities for
the year ended 31/12/2012
2012

2011

CURRENT ASSETS
Restricted Funds

£11,069

£(800)

General Purpose Funds

£37,574

£20,892

DEBTORS
LIABILITIES

£48,643
£ Nil
£ Nil

£20,092
£ Nil
£ Nil

£ 502

£ 502

OTHER ASSETS (non endowed)

The full set of independently examined and signed accounts for the year can be obtained on
request from Haslar Visitors Group.

REGISTERED ADDRESS

Haslar Visitors Group, All Saints Centre, Commercial Road, Portsmouth PO1 4BT
Telephone: 023 9283 9222. Co-ordinator: Anne Dickinson
Email: coordinator@haslarvisitors.org.uk Website: www.haslarvisitors.org.uk

GOVERNING DOCUMENT Constitution adopted 18th January 2000
PATRONS The Rt Hon the Earl of Sandwich, Lomana Trésor Lua Lua
TRUSTEES 2012 John Bingham (Chairman), John Bosco Nyombi (Treasurer),

Frances Pilling, Mike Slinn, Michael Woolley, Fadi Hindi, Coleen Le, Bryony Whitmarsh, Alan Fair.

AIMS OF THE CHARITY

Purposes for which the charity is established: Relief of immigrants or refugees who are suffering
hardship or distress or are in need, with particular reference, but without limiting the generality of
the foregoing, to those who are imprisoned or detained by the Immigration Services of the United
Kingdom whether in Holding Centres, Detention Centres, Prisons or Police Stations. There have been
no changes in the aims since the charity was registered.

GOVERNANCE

The Charity is managed by an Executive Committee, consisting of the Trustees of the charity, which
meets every two months. Day-to-day management is exercised by the salaried coordinator, Anne
Dickinson.

PUBLIC BENEFIT STATEMENT

The trustees have paid due regard to guidance issued by the Charity Commission in 2008 on Public
Benefit.
a) Haslar Visitors Group has relieved poverty through the provision of payment to meet particular
needs, granting of allowances to destitute clients for limited periods and assistance with
travelling expenses.
Haslar Visitors Group has provided befriending services to poor and vulnerable clients in IRC Haslar
and elsewhere.
b) Public benefit has also been served in the education of both our visitors and the general public,
through lectures, presentations and discussions.
c)
Public benefit has also been served in the education of both our visitors and the general public
through lectures, presentations and discussions.
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Here’s how you can help
DONATE
We are very grateful for all donations. We spend all money wisely to
help people like those highlighted in
this report.
If you can afford a standing order
with gift aid that would be especially helpful, as it provides the certainty of a regular income.
To make a standing order please
use the multi-purpose form below
and fill in the relevant sections.
Your generosity really will touch
the lives of others.

VOLUNTEER

If you have some spare time you
may consider volunteering. Our
volunteer visitors are central to the
support the charity gives to detainees. People who are detained often
have no other contact with the
outside world and feel completely
forgotten. Volunteering can be extremely rewarding, is a new challenge and an opportunity to make a
real difference in someone’s life.
If you would like to find out more
about volunteering opportunities
please contact the office on
t: 023 9283 9222
e: coordinator@haslarvisitors.org.uk

HASLAR VISITORS GROUP

LEAVE A
LASTING LEGACY

Remembering Haslar Visitors
Group in your will can make a lasting difference by affording us the
security to go on helping to relieve
the financial hardship, isolation and
distress of asylum seekers and immigration detainees. If you are kind
enough to think of Haslar Visitors
in your will please remember that
needs change and it is important
to request that the “money is to be
used at the absolute discretion of
the trustees”.
If you need further information, please
contact us on 023 9283 9222.

Registered Charity Number 1080187

Standing Order

Name
Address

To the Manager: Please pay Haslar Visitors Group the
sum below by standing order until further notice.
Haslar Visitors Group account details are:
Lloyds TSB: Sort code 30-99-20 A/c no: 00985875

Contact Number
Email

Gift Aid Certificate

Donations from taxpayers are supplemented by a grant
from the treasury. The charity will make the claim. We
just need the donor to sign below to confirm that they
are a UK taxpayer.
I want the Haslar Visitors Group to treat this donation of
£.............. and all future donations as qualifying for Gift Aid.
I understand that I must pay Income and Capital Gains Tax in
any year at least equal to the tax reclaimed by any/ all charities
(currently 25p in the £1) for which I have existing Gift Aid
declarations.

Monthly amount in figures: £................................
and in words:
Date of first payment:
Bank and branch address:
Account name:
Sort code:
Account number:
Signature:

Signed:

PRINT NAME:

Date:

Date:
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The year in photographs
Volunteers and clients
Multicultural Day at the
at the Drop-in Christmas National Museum of the
Party
Royal Navy

... and finally, Anne with
Yusuf on his big day!

Outer wall of
Haslar Immigration and
Removal Centre
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