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20th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS – REFLECTIONS ON 
THE PAST AND A MANIFESTO FOR THE FUTURE  
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On 12th  September we had a very 

successful conference to mark our 

20th year. Our new name was 

launched and we are now officially 

‘Friends Without Borders’. 

Our main speaker at the event, Dr 

Charles Leddy-Owen, is a lecturer 

in Sociology at the University of 

Portsmouth, and a volunteer visitor 

to detainees in Haslar.  He gave a 
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fascinating talk on his research 

speaking to people living near the 

detention centre to gain their views 

of the centre and those held within 

it. Ben Fishwick, a reporter with 

Portsmouth News, attended the 

conference and later wrote an 

article for the paper. Here’s a link 

for anyone who didn’t get a chance 

to read it: 

http://www.portsmouth.co.uk/ne

ws/under-detention-they-think-

you-re-criminal-1-6355620 

Charles has had a lot of interest in 

his work and very kindly provided 

an easy to read version of his work 
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‘Living Outside the Fence- The 

Story of Haslar: 

http://unlocked.org.uk/blog/livin

g-outside-the-fence-story-of-haslar/ 

Charles concluded his talk by 

arguing that we need to link 

arguments about immigration to 

people's lives to highlight the 

disconnect between perception and 

reality.  

 
By popular demand Charles will be 

back to speak to us again, with some 

new material at the AGM next year.  

The date for which will be 

announced soon.  
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20th birthday, open our new 
Access to Justice project and 
obtain the patronage of the 
Right Worshipful, the Lord 
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our current appeal, which runs 
until the end of the year. 
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THE RIGHT 
WORSHIPFUL, THE LORD 
MAYOR OF 
PORTSMOUTH BECOMES 
OUR NEWEST PATRON 

Another fantastic outcome of the 
conference is that the Right 
Worshipful, Lord Mayor of 
Portsmouth, Steven Wylie, 
agreed to be a patron of our 
charity.  This was formalised at 
the Lord Mayors Parlour on 5th 
November. Our Chair, Michael 
Woolley attended along with our 
Coordinator, Anne Dickinson 
plus Rediet Beyene, Jahn Karimi, 
and Aleidah Orinda, who are all 
regular faces at our drop in at All 
Saints Church in Portsmouth. 

EASY FUNDRAISING 

Christmas is coming up and the 
winter sales will soon be on. This 
year, why not order online in the 
comfort of your own home and 
raise some money for Friends 
without Borders at the same 
time. It’s easy, just go to: 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/cau
ses/haslarvg.  You can shop with  
Amazon, Marks and Spencer, 
John Lewis and many more. Have 
fun! 
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With the launch of our new 

project ‘Access to Justice’ we 

have an appeal for funds.  We 

believe that legal advice is 

essential for justice and 

particularly important for our 

clients who may be at real and 

terrible risk if their claims fail.  

We are hoping to raise 

£15,000 by 31st December.  

Many thanks to all of you who 

have given to the appeal so 

far, every penny is greatly 

appreciated. We’ve made a 

good start, but we are still 

short of our target, so if 

there’s anyone else who can 
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donate please do so soon. 

Don’t forget we have generous 

donors who have offered top 

up by 50% any donations made 

before the appeal deadline, 31st 

December.   

Please send cheques to: 

Friends Without Borders, All 

Saints Centre, Commercial 

Road, Portsmouth PO1 4BT. 

If you pay UK income tax 

please send the attached Gift 

Aid form with your donation. 

Or you can pay on-line  -  

https://www.justgiving.com/

FriendsWithoutBorders and 

tick the gift aid box.  

APPEAL – THERE’S NEVER BEEN A BETTER 
TIME TO DONATE TO FRIENDS WITHOUT 

BORDERS 
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VOLUNTEER FUNDRAISER AND 
TRUSTEES NEEDED 
We are looking for new trustees; particularly with expertise in legal 
matters, or fundraising and/ or communications  (including social media). 

We are also looking for a volunteer fundraiser who can give up one day a 
week regularly to finding likely sources of funding and writing 
applications to them. 

Must be computer literate, able to write clear, concise letters presenting 
the charity's goals and achievements. 
 
Needs a cheerful, flexible approach and the ability to work in cramped, 
often noisy surroundings. 
 
Training and initial support will be given. Apply to Anne by email. 

Our patrons are: The Rt Hon Earl of Sandwich, Lomana Tresor Lua Lua and the Right Worshipful, the Lord Mayor of 
Portsmouth. 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS FRIDAY 16 January 2015 
To include an item in the newsletter, please forward it to coordinator@friendswithoutborders.org.uk or 
bryony.whitmarsh@port.ac.uk  
 
For more information on any of the items in this newsletter, please visit www.friendswithoutborders.org.uk  

OUR CONTACT DETAILS 
FRIENDS WITHOUT BORDERS 
All Saints Church 
Commercial Road 
Portsmouth 
PO1 4BT 
T: 023 9283 9222  

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Monday 15th December 2014 1830 – Carol Concert at Haslar IRC, contact 
coordinator@friendswithoutborders.org.uk by 12th Dec if you are interested in attending so that your name can be 
registered on the gate. You’ll need your photo ID and to be able to meet at the gate at 1800. 
Friday 19th December 2014 1200 noon – Churches Homeless Action Carol Service, Saint Mary’s Church, 
Portsmouth. 
March 2015 – AGM. 7pm. All Saints Church. PO1 4BT. Guest speaker: Dr Charles Leddy-Owen, University of 
Portsmouth. 

WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW DEPUTY 
COORDINATOR 

Hello everyone, I’m Frances.  
Quite a few of you will know 
me as I have been a trustee of 
the charity for several years.  
I have gained experience and 
insight into immigration and 
detention issues through my 
work in this area and I look 
forward to this new challenge 
with Anne. I bring 
enthusiasm and a willingness 
to work hard for our client 
group and I hope to meet you  
all in the near future. 


