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“Does this Bill help or hinder? It is a question which we hope, as the Bill passes
through this House, we might be able to answer by saying that this is a Bill about
hospitality and not hostility. Much of the Bill deals with and affects those seeking
asylum in the UK. ….
I am very proud of so much that has been in the past. We can deny and reject
that or we can continue our historic contribution to ensuring that every individual who seeks to visit, study, settle or claim sanctuary here is treated with respect
and compassion.”
Lord Roberts of Llandudno on Monday 10th February 2014 as the Immigration
Bill went through its 2nd reading in The House of Lords.
From: http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/roger-roberts/nasty-country-debating-immigration-in-uk Article: “The Nasty Country? Debating immigration in the UK. 12 Feb 2014.
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On our front cover we have the outer wall of Haslar Immigration Removal Centre, inset with
images of three of our clients who got Leave to Remain in 2013. Our best wishes to Robert
Dennis (above), Robert Segwenyi (centre) and Taiwo “Austin” Fregene (below) and their families for the future.

Trustees’ Message
T

he Haslar Visitors Group was started in 1994 by local people concerned at the immigration
detention of foreign nationals at Haslar, Gosport. We are now entering our 20th year and
we would like to thank all those who have contributed to our valuable work over the past 20 years
and who continue to do so. We welcome Natalia Sabadas who joined us in the Summer of 2013
as part-time Assistant Coordinator and we particularly thank Anne, our Coordinator, for all her
hard work and valuable advice to our clients and our volunteers.
The Haslar Visitors Group currently has two key projects. The first is to befriend immigration
detainees in Haslar Immigration Removal Centre. Those detained are asylum seekers and immigrants who the Home Office wishes to send back to their own country or to another country
in Europe. For detainees this is a lonely, depressing time with the daunting prospect of being
returned to the country they often left to save their lives. We provide befriending support, help
detainees to contact friends and legal advisers and where possible help to recover their luggage.
The second is to assist asylum seekers, refugees and immigrants living in the Portsmouth area
at our drop-in centre at All Saints. The centre is open 2 days a week and is the only facility of its
kind in Portsmouth. We provide advice and support on a wide range of social, health, education
and other issues. We aim to reduce isolation and provide a friendly community space. Many are
not allowed to work and some are destitute. We can provide limited funding, access to a small
food bank and help with the expense of travel to court, to a solicitor or to a medical appointment.
2013 has been another busy year, particularly in raising funds. The drop-in service continues to
flourish and be much appreciated by many. Visiting continues but has been made more difficult
by the Home Office moving detainees around the detention estate at frequent intervals.
In 2014 we will be expanding our services into providing immigration advice and services by
registering with the Office of the Immigration Services Commissioner. This will enable us to provide some free legal advice to those unable to obtain it from a solicitor.

Trustees
February 2014
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Co-ordinator’s Report
20 Years of visiting in Haslar

Having completed 2013, I am
mindful of the fact that Haslar
Visitors Group started as a small
group of people in 1994 who
were visiting foreign nationals
in the then HMP Haslar. Due
to ever growing numbers of
both clients and visitors we
became a registered charity in
2000. However we have been in
existence as Haslar Visitors Group
for 20 years. In the coming year,
as much as we can in a climate of
“austerity”, we aim to celebrate
our 20 years. On page 9 John
Bingham who has been closely
associated Haslar Visitors Group
since our early days tells the story
of how we began.

step into the stinking gutter
of xenophobia. It was hard to
believe that the immigration
debate could become any more
rancid. But once again we see our
posturing political parties jostling
to outdo each other in their
desperate desire to demonstrate
hostility to foreigners. Sadly,
politicians think the easiest
answer is to endlessly blame
foreigners.”

However, not all politicians
were content with the prevailing
climate. Pete Wishart (Perth and
North Perthshire) (SNP):” I want
people to imagine a situation and
just think about it for a minute-a
van pulls a billboard through the
streets, telling illegal immigrants
to “Go home or face arrest”. Just
Regretably, the rhetoric and the imagine it, and picture it. This is
way in which people are being
not 1940s occupied Europe; it is
received has taken a turn for the
not even one of those National
worse. Not only those seeking
Front campaigns from the 1970s.
refuge, but all migrants to these
This is the United Kingdom
shores are now subject to being
in 2013, where a van pulls a
monitored. Universities report
billboard through the streets of
concern as potential students
London telling people to “Go
elect to go elsewhere.
home or face arrest”. Just in case
people did not quite get it, what
Being at risk of being seen
else was on that poster? It was a
as the “nasty” country
huge set of handcuffs. And just to
Immigration has certainly been make it even more provocative,
in the news this year. From cuts
this van was trailed through some
to legal aid leaving many families
of the most racially diverse and
separated to the controversial “go multicultural parts of London.
home or face arrest” billboard
That was almost as stupid as it
vans. In his article of 29th
was grotesque.”
November 2013, entitled End
this gutter debate about Britain’s
And finally, EU Employment
immigration policy, Ian Birrel of
Commissioner, Laszlo Andor,
the Guardian noted “It’s been
noted we were at risk of being
a depressing week for British
seen as Europe’s nasty country.
politics as it takes another sordid
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Detention and Haslar IRC
news

Amidst contraction for most
of us, the detention estate
is expanding. Haslar IRC is
increasing its bed spaces to 197
(previously 160). Meanwhile,
heading westwards along the
coast, HMP Verne in Portland,
Dorset is soon to be an IRC of 600
beds.
There is also a new unit
entitled National Removals
Command. I quote from a
Home Office document which
states “Under the new operating
model of the National Removals
Command (NRC), UKBA will
introduce a performance
framework that will manage
cases from entry into detention
until release or removal. This will
include clear management of
planned removal activities against
an agreed timeline.” From where
we sit, most people are in and
out faster than before. Haslar
IRC told us the average stay was
now 33 days. However, some of
it just seems to be more “churn”.
We suspect that in the midst of
wanting to appear tough, more
people are being picked up and
detained, who previously would
not have entered the detention
estate. Of course, there are still
long termers around.
With the increased in and out
and shorter stays, our visitors
are seeing less detainees than
before. Coordinators have barely
seen someone than they are gone
before they see a visitor. To make

more contact with people newly
arriving, we have also begun
doing a drop in session inside
Haslar in a small office.
Although not getting to know
clients as well as we used to,
we are still making effective
interventions. In one case,
Assistant Coordinator, Natalia
Sabadas, met someone who
she thought looked young. She
asked his age and he said he
was a minor. We spoke to the
Refugee Council Children’s Panel
who took on his case. An age
assessment had allegedly been
done but on closer examination
it was found not to be Merton
compliant. All age assessments
performed must comply with a
standard. The standard used is
one called the Merton Compliant
Age Assessment. There were calls
for his release so that a properly
compliant age assessment
could be done outside of the
detention centre environment.
His immigration solicitor was
not happy with us and disagreed
that the person in question was
a minor. However, having come
this far, we stuck with it. The
client had said he was a minor
and we felt we must respect what
he had said. Both the Refugee
Council Children’s Panel and
Social Services were unanimous in
deciding he was indeed a minor.
Shortly after we saw him, he
had been transferred to another
centre from where he was
released to Social Service care.
Last year as we went to press,
news broke about the death

of an elderly Canadian citizen
in Harmondsworth. On page 8
extracts from a newspaper article
tells us more about how he died.
From where I sit, I ask myself that
surely whoever made the decision
to detain should have questioned
detaining an 84 year old. If not,
surely the next in the chain, the
transport providers, should have
phoned and questioned their
orders. And so on, all the way
up the chain. HOW was a frail 84
year old detained?

All Saints Drop-in Centre

It has been an exceptionally
busy year at the drop-in centre
with us providing four advisors
most Mondays and Thursdays to
deal with enquiries, help solve
bureaucratic problems, provide
information, give moral support,
help those who are destitute
and advocate for those who
do not have the confidence or
linguistic skills to deal with their
paperwork. On page 7 we give a
breakdown of our services and on
page 11 volunteer Lia Deyal briefs
us as an experienced visitor and
as a new advisor at the All Saints
drop-in in Portsmouth.
A few of our clients got Leave
to Remain this last year. We
wish all of these individuals and
families all the best for their
future. Some of them are in this
report and feature on the front
and insideback covers.
On page 10, Ibrahim Barrie
tells us of his long and arduous
struggles for a peaceful and
fulfilling life. He also laments the

loss of certain opportunities that
we take for granted.

OISC Registration

At our 2012 AGM, Alison
Harvey, the General Secretary
of the Immigration Law
Practitioners Association (ILPA)
spoke passionately about
legal aid cuts and urged us
to consider taking on OISC
registration in order to give legal
advice. OISC is the acronym for
the Office of the Immigration
Services Commissioner. Any
immigration legal advisor must
be appropriately registered to
give such advice. We listened and
we thought about it. With the
closure of the BID South office, a
couple of BID South advisors are
available and are appropriately
qualified. So we have become
OISC registered, we aim in 2014
to start giving some advice to
those who have been refused
elsewhere in the system. We will
be starting small however and will
not be able to help all comers.

The High Sheriff of
Hampshire Awards

Out of the blue, there was
an expression of interest for an
award from the High Sheriff of
Hampshire’s office. In due course
the High Sheriff came to visit us
and a few of our clients at the All
Saints Centre. The Lord Mayor
of Portsmouth, Councillor Lynne
Stagg was also present. The
official award ceremony is yet to
take place.

Anne Dickinson
February 2014
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Treasurer’s Report
I

n recent times, finding money has become increasingly difficult. We were getting by
most of the year however later in the year, earlier efforts paid off and we ended our
financial year with a decent balance to take us into 2014. Our particular thanks to the
Lloyds TSB Foundation for England and Wales and the Henry Smith Charity.
The greater percentage of our new income came from grants from Charitable
Foundations and Trusts, which accounted for 55.4 % of our receipts. We are putting
more and more effort into fundraising events and held a very successful Autumn
fundraising concert. Our thanks to our hosts the All Saints Church for the use of
the church and our thanks to Hampshire Recorder Sinfonia for their outstanding
performance. Even more thanks are due to fellow trustee Bryony Whitmarsh who
organised the event.
We have also received in kind donations of food and clothing, which is always
welcomed and of value to our clients. We are limited in this regard however by storage
space.
We have also updated our IT with two recycled/refurbished computers with the help
of the ARISE Portsmouth fund. The two old computers that these replaced were given to
Computers for Charities for parts/spares.
We also extend our thanks to the invaluable Philip Hudson for his prompt and efficient
assistance in examining our accounts.

John Bosco Nyombi
Treasurer
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Services we provided in 2013
Haslar Immigration & Removal Centre
The average length of stay in Haslar is
apparently now 33 days. In order to try
to see new detainees, we now provide
two services in Haslar IRC. As before,
we act on referrals received and visit
in the visits room. In addition, the
Coordinator now goes into the inside of
Haslar and does a drop-in session every
fortnight. In 2013, we have seen 104
detainees. The drop-in service has been
successful with 56% of detainees seen
coming via this service inside Haslar. In
the visits room over the last year, we
have supported 46 detainees.
average length of stay in
All Saints Drop-in The
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A new potential visitor who we took into the visits room remarked:

“I was utterly astounded by what I saw and experienced, the

conditions and realities of the life of a detainee. It was shocking. Yet
I was equally struck by the three men that we met, their strength of
character in these circumstances, and how significant our visit was for
them - their only contact with someone who can offer them support
and humanity. It was a very powerful experience”.

Longest lengths of detention as at 30th June
2013*
3.5 years 1,298 days 1 Female
2.9 years 1,070 days 1 Male
2.9 years 1,060 days 1 Male
Immigration
2.7 years 1,007 Detention
days 1 Male
2.4 years 394 days 1 Male
2.4 years 386 days 1 Male
2.4 years
days
A new potential
visitor380
who we
took 1
intoMale
the visits
room remarked
“
I
was
utterly
astounded
by
what
I saw
2.2 years 824 days 1 Male
and experienced, the conditions and realities of the life of a
detainee. 2.1
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shocking. Yet
I wasdays
equally 1
struck
by the
767
Male
three men that we met, their strength of character in these
circumstances,
and how significant
our visit
for them 2 years
766 days
1was
Male
their only contact with someone who can offer them support

*extracted from
Immigration
Statistics
from www.gov.uk
and humanity.
It was a very powerful
experience”.
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“Does this Bill help or hinder? It is a question
which we hope, as the Bill passes through this
House, we might be able to answer by saying
that this is a Bill about hospitality and not
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Detainee Voices
Dementia patient, 84, died in
handcuffs
A frail 84-year-old Canadian man
died in handcuffs after being kept
in an immigration detention centre
against doctor’s advice, a new report
has disclosed. The elderly man was
restrained in cuffs for five hours
before his death. They were only
removed after his heart had stopped
as medics attempted resuscitation.
Alois Dvorzac, who suffered from
Alzheimer’s disease, was one of
several cases of “grossly excessive
use of restraints” highlighted by
Nick Hardwick, the Chief Inspector
of Prisons, in which detainees
were “needlessly handcuffed in an
excessive and unacceptable manner”.
In another incident described in
the report, a detainee who used a
wheelchair following a stroke had
been handcuffed “for no obvious
reason” during a trip to hospital.
And in November 2012 a dying
man undergoing an angioplasty - a
procedure to unblock or widen
arteries - was handcuffed while
sedated in hospital. The restraints
were only removed seven hours
before his death.
Mr Hardwick said: “These are
shocking cases where a sense of
humanity was lost.”
“Detention seemed to have been
used as an inappropriate default for
a man who required social care,”
said the chief inspector’s report. On
January 30 a doctor had declared
him unfit for detention. He died in
detention on 10 February 2013.
See: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
uknews/immigration/10574035/Dementiapatient-84-died-in-handcuffs.html
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O

n the outside it seems like
I’m handling it but on the
inside its tearing me to bits.
Sometimes my partner just cries
and cries and I blame myself.
Sometimes I go out in the middle of the night and walk and
walk and walk till my feet hurt.
Ex detainee. Still on bail.
Released 4 years ago.

I

just called to say everything is
alright now and I got my papers and I want to thank you for
all the support I got from you.
Phone call from ex detainee
6/2/14. Detained in Haslar in
2009.

I

n my country I was in prison and they beat me. They
would give you tasks to do that
were impossible to complete
and then beat you for failing to
complete them. It was something to endure. I got through
it with endurance. In the UK, I
have been in and out of detention four times. Nobody beat
me but I really lost my strength
and my will. They play with
your mind. I was so stressed, I
became confused and had dizzy
spells. I fell and hit the floor
with my head. I really feared I
was losing my mind.
Ex detainee. Now with refugee
status.

I

met Haslar Visitors Group
when I was in Haslar in 2011.
You came to the detention
centre and asked me about
my situation and gave me a
phone. Every week a visitor
came to see me – she helped
me a lot with good advice and
calmed me down. I was moved
from Haslar and got released
eventually to a bad situation in
a town where I know nobody.
You helped me with accommodation problems and with travel
tickets to sign and with food
vouchers. You also helped me
with clothes and toiletries and
to get to a GP. Home Office ignores me and no-one wants to
help me. I have been stressed
and depressed and if not for
Haslar Visitors Group, I am lost
because there is no-one to help
me. The whole week I have
no-one to speak to and then
I come to your office and you
welcome me and we talk and I
can express my problems. You
are real human beings. Its not
just the help given – you listen
to us. When I come I feel happy
because I know someone is
going to listen to me.
Abdelkader Bettahar.
Ex detainee. Detained 28
months.

How it all began

I

n January 1994, my wife
Patricia and I went to visit our
son, Philip, who was working for
the Church Mission Society in the
north eastern Congo, then known
as Zaire. On our return, we went
to various churches which were
supporting him to tell them about
his work and show slides. At one
church in Winchester the curate
asked if we knew that there were
Congolese detained in Haslar.
This was our first introduction to
Immigration Detention. When
Philip returned to the UK on
leave, Patricia got some names
from the curate and with Philip
went to visit one of the Congolese
in Haslar. After that, we both
started to visit him and Philip
also went several times before
returning to the Congo.

I

n the summer of the same
year Audrey Atter, who lived
in Winchester, became aware that
the Government had opened a
number of detention centres, and
that there was no organisation
equivalent to Prison Visitors
Associations to provide visitors.
She toured the country holding
meetings to raise awareness
and encourage the formation of
local Visitors Groups. One such
meeting was held in Our Lady’s
Roman Catholic Church in Eastney

in Portsmouth. About 20 people
attended. These early meetings
were chaired by Audrey Atter and
the name used was the Haslar
Immigration Detainees Support
Group. This was soon changed
to the shorter Haslar Visitors
Group. By the Spring of 1995,
Audrey had gone on to found
AVID, the Association of Visitors
to Immigration Detainees, and
could no longer come to meetings
in Eastney. Our first Co-ordinator
was Monica Madigan who was
provided with names of detainees
by Revd Chris Lewis, from Locks
Heath, who had been visiting
independently for some time
and was allowed free access
within Haslar. At this point we
had about 15 visitors available. A
year later the group had grown
to 30 and concern nationally
about detention had increased.
Meetings were being held in
London of all Visitors Groups,
AVID, the Refugee Council and
others at some of which we
needed to be represented. This
was a bigger job than Monica
wished to do. Patricia took over
as Co-ordinator and ran things
from our house. We still had no
office nor any paid staff.

I

n early 1999 it became clear
that visitors who attended
the Immigration Court in Havant,
either to support the detainee
they were visiting or to act as
a surety, were unhappy with
the approach of some of the
Adjudicators, as they were then
called. As a result, from May
1999 until Haslar Immigration
cases were moved to Hatton

Cross almost 3 years later,
a small team of visitors was
formed to monitor the twice
weekly hearings. At first the
Adjudicators were taken aback
but could not object to anyone
attending a public court. The
general opinion was that their
conduct improved and we only
twice made a formal complaint
on behalf of an applicant. Very
occasionally a visitor could make
a positive contribution by acting
as a Mackenzie Friend, by acting
for an applicant or by offering
to interpret when the court
interpreter had failed to appear.
Every 6 months, we analysed our
monitors’ findings and produced
a report which was widely
circulated. Over three years our
team monitored over 270 bail
cases and over 300 appeal and
other cases.

B

y 2000 the work of Coordinator had grown and
had become a full time job. The
time had come to become a more
formally constituted organisation
and to register as a charity. In
2001 we opened an office in All
Saints and were able to pay a Coordinator. Michael Woolley was
selected for this post.

W

ith many thanks to
Patricia who got to Haslar
before me and whose enthusiasm
was inspiring.
John Bingham
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The life I missed

I

come from Liberia and my life has
been quite a lot of hassle with
family, lack of proper childhood and
education because of war. One year
everything is okay and coming normal and then next month it kicks off
again. Your village is attacked and
you escape by nearest exit. Sometimes you get separated from your
family. You can’t cross through the
village in an attack. When the military hit, you just have to run, you
can’t return home. You miss your
family but sometimes you find them
later in the refugee camp.

W

hen you run, you sleep in the
bush. You meet other people
running, you shelter together. We
are hungry or we go to the bush and
dig for yams. I spent 5 to 6 years with
this life. Run and come back. Run
and come back. Run and come back.
Liberia borders with three countries.
Cross the river and you are in a neighbour country. They gave us hassle
across the river. They think you are a
rebel and say we don’t want none of
you here – stay in your own place. If
you stay, you have to take a gun and
defend your life, it’s the only option
available.

T

he final time I ended up in Guinea
in a refugee camp, there were
thousands there. You’ve got the
Voice of America radio station. You
can go there and send a message say-
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ing where you are. Maybe your family
hear it and get in touch. Some people that had gone to America and all
over the world could still send you a
message. The last time nobody knows
where I was. I had lost my sisters and
my mum and most of my family. I
don’t think I will see any of them for
the rest of my life. I had enough and
I went back to Liberia and from there
somebody helped me. I didn’t know I
was going to England, I just wanted to
get out of there.

W

hen I arrived, the guy disappeared and took the passport
I used to enter the country. I didn’t
know why he did that, but now I
know he would get done for human
trafficking. I soon realised it was
tough to stay in the country. Not like
Liberia where you cross over into
Guinea and when it calms down you
go back – it was not like that here. In
2003 I claimed asylum. They gave me
a house and a card to get some food
and moved me to Portsmouth. Anytime I submitted an application they
refused me.

T

hey housed me up until a certain time. I met my partner and
moved in with her and then we
separated in 2007. After that I lost all
my support and I couldn’t get it back.
I started to report to Haslar Visitors
Group.

T

hey helped me with food packages and some money and to apply
to solicitors and to write letters and
all of that. I had lost my childhood
education – I applied for an access
course but they said they can’t take
me because of my immigration status. So you just don’t know what the
future will be like, its mentally stress-

ful and its not good for the country
economically. It was like a torture. Finally in 2011 I got papers from being
on the legacy programme.

I

was then with the JobCentre and I
tried to find a job. I worked voluntarily for one year to get a reference
with Computer Junction and then I
got a job working as a CCTV operator.

N

ow I’ve got my driving licence and
a car and I feel much better about
my life. I wake up in the morning and
don’t have to think about immigration problems – that was one of the
toughest things I had to face in my
life. You are so restricted, every door
you knock, it is not open. Restricted
for job, education and you have no
money – how does that make sense?
It is really depressing, you feel like
you don’t care anything about your
life anymore.

T

here are so many things I want to
do in my life but I missed the Science and Maths and the English, the
GCSE and A levels. Being an asylum
seeker you have little evidence to say
who you are. It is hard to sit down
and wait and you are not entitled to
do anything. It is a 12 year waste of
time. If you can get education while
you wait – you can contribute to
society either here or there if you get
sent back. I like gadgets very much
and would love to get into electronics.
Ibrahim Barrie.

Volunteer Views
there is no release or deportation
date. There is no calendar to tick off.

D
I

first visited in 2002. I met Michael
Woolley (the previous visitors’
group coordinator) in the pub. He
told me about visiting and what to
expect. We went to the detention
centre together and filled in a form
with the name of the detainee, my
name, address, my car registration,
make and colour and signed the
form. A quick security search. Mobiles and personal belongings in the
locker. Doors and gates unlocked
and re locked and we’re in the visiting room.

D

etainees sit in the grey chairs
and visitors in the blue chairs.
There’s tea, coffee, squash and
biscuits in the kitchen. Visitors can
make drinks for themselves and for
the detainee they are visiting. The
person I have come to visit comes
through the door. I stand up and
shake hands. I shake hands when
they come in and again when I leave.
In 11 years of visiting I find this aspect of contact important and meaningful. Human contact from the
world outside to the world inside.

D

etention, loss of liberty, loss of
many aspects of decision making, loss of the ability to provide for
yourself, for partners, children or
anyone is so cruel and inhumane.
Detainees are not detained for any
crime. They are detained potentially indefinitely. On being detained,

etainees are wonderful. Some
are resilient, some angry, some
desperate and depressed, some
involve themselves in the opportunities Haslar can offer. I’ve lost count
of all the people I’ve visited. Every
one has been worthwhile, each has
a story that would make a Spielburg
blockbuster movie, I feel honoured
and fortunate to be a visitor. To be
able to have contact with so many
lives, families, countries and cultures. And sometimes to make really
good friends.

O

n New Years Day I received a
phone call from a detainee I
visited for 18 months 8 years ago.
He had been in trouble in the Punjab
in India. He, his friends and family
had raised £2,000 and an agent had
flown with him to the UK. On arrival
the agent had taken his passport and
he didn’t see the agent or his passport again. He applied for asylum.
He had to sign each week at a police
station. He signed a few times and
then he found a job. He was given
a 10 month sentence for this for
false documents. After the prison
sentence he was detained. The first
three months of visiting he was very
depressed. The next year of visiting
he studied art in education, was the
rep for his dormitory, played cards
with other detainees, worked in the
kitchen, was popular with both detainees and officers. He appreciated
my visits. When it was suggested he
move to another detention centre
he said he couldn’t because he had
a visitor. Then the depression returned, India would not recognise
him as a national of India, his solic-

itor was not effective, his mother
had died, he was desperate to get to
India to see his father. He said life in
detention was no life at all. I went
to his bail hearing where he was
represented by BID and he was released. He came to visit me 3 years
later with his wife, his baby and two
friends. He has now got status and
works at the airport.

A

s well as being a Haslar Visitors,
I was volunteering for BID. After
BID South closed, I also started to
volunteer at the HVG Drop In at the
All Saints Church Hall on Thursdays.
Working with people with many
levels of status. Some destitute,
failed asylum seekers, some seeking
asylum, some waiting for appeals to
be heard, some with status. All the
clients at the Drop In are trying to
make sense of a system. A system,
a bureaucracy, a craziness which is
the NHS, benefits, work, education,
status, asylum, children, national insurance numbers, prescriptions, tax
credits, maternity grants, eligibility,
Home Office Interviews in Liverpool,
National express timetables, NASS,
JSA, solicitors, fresh appeals, legal
aid, not eligible for legal aid, fresh
claims, English classes, citizenship,
proof, evidence, religion, Medical
Justice, insurance claims, hospital
appointments, dental appointments,
DVLA, permission to work, a friend
in prison, a friend in detention, MP’s,
MP’s surgeries, water bills, student
visas, phone contracts. And that is
just in the 6 weeks I’ve been there.
Lia Deyal
January 2014
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Haslar Visitors Group Summary of Accounts for
the year ended 31/12/2013
Unrestricted
funds
-

Restricted
funds
-

2013

2012

-

£ 11,938

Grants and donations

£21,475

£25,665

£47,140

£ 65,831

General Fund

£11,958

-

£11,958

£ 14,561

-

£4,847

£4,847

£ 4,819

£19

-

£19

£15

£33,452

£ 30,512

£63,964

£ 97,164

Destitute Asylum Seekers

£ 2,990

£ 11,975

£ 14,965

£ 11,096

Drop-in costs

£ 3,410

£-

£3,410

£ 3,456

Mobile phone costs

60

£860

£ 920

£715

Volunteer Expenses

£ 557

£511

£ 1,068

£ 511

Subscriptions

-£100

£-

£ 100

£ 80

£ 7,117

£ 13,346

£ 20,463

£ 15,858

£ 32,420

£ 6,338

£ 38,758

£43,734

£ 4,592

£4,349

£ 8,941

£9,021

£204

£-

INCOME
Gift Aid recovered

Destitution Appeal
Bank Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS
DIRECT CHARITABLE EXPENDITURE

OTHER EXPENDITURE
Staff costs
Office and sundry costs
Fundraising Costs
Purchase of Equipment

£204
-

£ 500

£500

£-

£37,216

£11,187

£48,403

£52,755

£ 44,333

£ 24,533

£ 68,866

£ 68,613

£ (10,881)

£ 5,979

£ (4,902)

£28,551

Bank accounts at 01/01/2012

£ 37,574

£ 11,069

£ 48,643

£20,092

Bank accounts

£ 26,693

£ 17,048

£ 43,741

£48,643

TOTAL PAYMENTS
(DIRECT + OTHER EXPENDITURE)
Net receipts for the year

OUR THANKS TO OUR DONORS

The Allen Lane Foundation, Henry Smith Charity, Churches Homeless Action, Lloyds TSB
Foundation for England and Wales, Jill Franklin Trust, The Stewardship Fund, Community
Development Foundation, Walter Guiness Charitable Trust, Eleanor Rathbone Charitable
Trust, Fulmer Charitable Trust, 29th May 1961 Charitable Trust, The Leigh Trust, Matthew
Wrightson Trust and ARISE Portsmouth. Special thanks are also due to our individual and
other donors and to our loyal supporters who help us with a regular monthly donation. All
the work we do would not be possible without your support and goodwill. Thank you all.
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Grants and donations

£21,475

£25,665

£47,140

£ 65,831

General Fund

£11,958

-

£11,958

£ 14,561

-

£4,847

£4,847

£ 4,819

£19

-

£19

£15

£33,452

£ 30,512

£63,964

£ 97,164

Destitute Asylum Seekers

£ 2,990

£ 11,975

£ 14,965

£ 11,096

Drop-in costs

£ 3,410

£-

£3,410

£ 3,456

Mobile phone costs

60

£860

£ 920

£715

Volunteer Expenses

£ 557

£511

£ 1,068

£ 511

Subscriptions

-£100

£-

£ 100

£ 80

£ 7,117

£ 13,346

£ 20,463

£ 15,858

Haslar Visitors Group Statement of Assets and
Liabilities for the year ended 31/12/2013
Destitution Appeal
Bank Interest

TOTAL RECEIPTS
DIRECT CHARITABLE EXPENDITURE

OTHER EXPENDITURE
The full set of independently examined and signed accounts for the year can be obtained on request
Staff costs
£ 32,420
£ 6,338 £ 38,758 £43,734
from Haslar Visitors Group.
Office and sundry costs
£ 4,592
£4,349
£ 8,941
£9,021
REGISTERED
Fundraising ADDRESS
Costs
£204
£204
£Haslar Visitors Group, All Saints Centre, Commercial Road, Portsmouth PO1 4BT
Purchase of023
Equipment
£ 500
£500
£Telephone:
9283 9222. Co-ordinator: Anne Dickinson£11,187
£48,403 £52,755
Email: coordinator@haslarvisitors.org.uk Website:£37,216
www.haslarvisitors.org.uk
TOTAL PAYMENTS
GOVERNING
Constitution adopted 18£th44,333
January 2000£ 24,533 £ 68,866 £ 68,613
(DIRECT +DOCUMENT
OTHER EXPENDITURE)

PATRONS The Rt Hon the Earl of Sandwich, Lomana Trésor Lua Lua
Net receipts for the year
£ (10,881)
£ 5,979 £ (4,902) £28,551
TRUSTEES
2013 atJohn
Bingham, John Bosco Nyombi,
Alan Fair, Fadi£ Hindi,
Coleen Le,
Bank accounts
01/01/2012
£ 37,574
11,069Sima£ Keshavarzi
48,643 £20,092
Frances Pilling, Mike Slinn, Michael Woolley, Bryony Whitmarsh.
Bank accounts
£ 26,693
£ 17,048 £ 43,741 £48,643
AIMS OF THE CHARITY
Purposes for which the charity is established: Relief of immigrants or refugees who are suffering hardship
or distress or are in need, with particular reference, but without limiting the generality of the foregoing,
to those who are imprisoned or detained by the Immigration Services of the United Kingdom whether in
Holding Centres, Detention Centres, Prisons or Police Stations. There have been no changes in the aims
since the charity was registered.
GOVERNANCE
The Charity is managed by an Executive Committee, consisting of the Trustees of the charity, which
meets every two months. Day-to-day management is exercised by the salaried co ordinator, Anne
Dickinson.
PUBLIC BENEFIT STATEMENT
The trustees have paid due regard to the guidance issued by the Charity Commission in 2008 on Public
Benefit.
a) Haslar Visitors Group has relieved poverty through the provision of payment to meet particular needs,
granting of allowances to destitute clients for limited periods and assistance with travelling expenses.
b) Haslar Visitors Group has provided befriending services to poor and vulnerable clients in IRC Haslar
and elsewhere.
c) Public benefit has also been served in the education of both our visitors and the general public,
through lectures, presentations and discussions.
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Here’s how you can help
DONATE

VOLUNTEER

We are very grateful for all
donations. We spend all money
wisely to help people like those
highlighted in this report.

If you have some spare time
you may consider volunteering.
Our volunteer visitors are central to the support the charity
If you can afford a standing or- gives to detainees. People who
are detained often have no
der with gift aid that would be
especially helpful, as it provides other contact with the outside world and feel completely
the certainty of a regular inforgotten. Volunteering can be
come.
extremely rewarding, is a new
challenge and an opportunity
To make a standing order
to make a real difference in
please use the multi-purpose
form below and fill in the rele- someone’s life. If you would like
to find out more about volunvant sections.
teering opportunities please
Your generosity really will touch contact the office on 023 9283
9222 or email
the lives of others.
natalia@haslarvisitors.org.uk

HASLAR VISITORS GROUP

Remembering Haslar Visitors
Group in your will can make a
lasting difference by affording
us the security to go on helping
to relieve the financial hardship, isolation and distress of
asylum seekers and immigration detainees. If you are kind
enough to think of Haslar Visitors in your will please remember that needs change and it
is important to request that
the “money is to be used at
the absolute discretion of the
trustees”. If you need further
information, please contact us
on 023 9283 9222.

Registered Charity Number 1080187

Name
Address
Contact Number
Email
Gift Aid Certificate
Donations from taxpayers are supplemented by a
grant from the treasury. The charity will make a claim.
We just need the donor to read and declare below if
appropriate.
I want Haslar Visitors Group to treat this donation of
£……… and all future donations as qualifying for Gift Aid.
I understand that I must pay Income Tax and/or Capital Gains
Tax in any year at least equal to the tax reclaimed by all
charities for which I have existing Gift Aid declarations
(currently 25p in the £1)
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LEAVE A
LASTING LEGACY

Standing Order

To the Manager: please pay Haslar VIsitors Group the sum
below by standing order until further notice. Haslar Visitors
Group account details are:
Lloyds TSB: Sort code 30-99-20 A/c no 00985875
Monthly amount in figures £
Date of first payment:
Bank and branch address:
Account name:
Sort Code:
Account number:
Signature:

and in words

The year in photographs
Our clients who got Leave to Remain The High Sherriff of Hampshire visiting
us and a few of our clients at the All
in 2013. We wish them and their
Saints Centre. Haslar Visitors Group
families all the best for the future.
has been nominated for a High Sheriff
Community Award. The official award

Christmas Party at the All
Saints Drop-In, December 2013

ceremony is yet to take place.

Ehsan, Coleen and Florence

Wisal Eid

Fundraising Concert by the Hampshire
Recorder Sinfonia at All Saints Church,
December 2013
Lucy, Ehsan, Molly & Natalia
Fateh Al-Jumaili and children

Molly & Bornwell preparing the
feast

Gertrude Chichera

John Bingham & Mike Slinn
and eating it...
Ming He & Son

For news and updates, please visit www.haslarvisitors.org.uk
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Outer wall of Haslar
Immigration Removal
Centre
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